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SHELF   LIFE...

Hundreds of 
thousands of 
books, dozens 

of speakers, several 
international pavilions 
and countless authors 
make up this year’s 
Abu Dhabi Internation-
al Book Fair.

In addition to stalls 
selling books from all 
over the world, the fair 
boasts rare books up for 
sale – some priced at 
close to one million euros 
– as well as children’s 
books corners, travelling 
libraries, author’s corners 
and several discussion 
areas where writers give 
talks and interact with the 
public.

However, especial-
ly heartening are the 
different innovative 
projects taking place 
across the UAE, many of 
which could prove highly 
effective if implemented 
in Bahrain.

An innovative project to   promote reading 

n The Knowledge Without Borders stand n Ms LaThrop reading some of the stories to children at the book fair

The GDN spoke to Shar-
jah-based Knowledge Without 
Borders, a government 
programme that aims to supply 
43,000 homes across the Emir-
ate with 50 free books.

“The idea is that each home 
should have a library,” said a 
spokeswoman.

“We are seeking to encour-
age families to read more.

“The programme started in 
2008 and we began distributing 
the books in 2010.

“We chose the books 
through four selection commit-
tees at the Sharjah Internation-
al Book Fair every year, so 

they are constantly changing.
“Each family library con-

sists of 50 books, 30 aimed 
at adults and 20 aimed at 
children.

“So far, we have covered 
14,000 homes and aim to 
complete all 43,000 by 2016.”

She added that a survey was 

now taking place to investigate 
the effectiveness and success 
of the programme.

“We have heard positive 
things from the families who 
have received the books, but 
we have yet to identify the real 
level of success,” she said.

“We have yet to see a tangi-

ble impact, but it’s still 
early.

“The books we 
chose are also gen-
erally not speciality 
subjects in order to be 
able to get as many 
people interested as 
possible.

“We try to include 
literature, Islamic 
books, children’s 
books and educational 
books.

“We’re also careful 
with how we distribute 
the books – we try not 
to give neighbours the 
same books, so that 
if they want to swap 
books they can.
“In two neighbour-

hoods we have started our 
second roll-out, giving out new 
books.

“The results of the survey 
will determine whether or not 
the programme will continue 
beyond its scope in 2016.”

Another innovative project 
comes from Zayed University, 

THE WINNERS
THE winners for the 
2014 Shaikh Zayed Book 
Award were announced:
l Arab Culture in Non-Ar-
abic Languages:
Professor Mario Liverani, 
from Italy, for Imagining 
Babylon
l Literature:
Abdel Rasheed Mahmou-
di, from Egypt, for After 
Coffee
l Translation: 
Mohammed Al Tahir Al 
Mansouri, from Tunisia, 
for Housing The Strang-
er in the Mediterranean 

World
l The Young Author:
Rami Abu Shihab, from 
Jordan, for Permanence 
and Deception: Post-Co-
lonial Discourse in Con-
temporary Arab Criticism
l Children’s Literature:
Jawdat Fakhr Eldine, 
from Lebanon, for Thirty 
Poems for Children
l Contribution to the De-
velopment of Nations:
Dr Saeed Abdullah Al 
Soyan, from Saudi Arabia, 
for The Epic of Human 
Evolution

Sweden is this year’s guest of honour 
at the Abu Dhabi International Book 
Fair, with 26 guests flying in from the 

country.
The delegation included authors, illus-

trators, literary experts, artists, musicians 
and actors.

The GDN spoke to poets Marie 
Silkeberg and Ghayath Almadhoun who 
collaborated on a collection called Till 
Damaskus (To Damascus), published in 
Swedish last month.

Mr Almadhoun grew up in the Yar-
mouk Palestinian refugee camp in Syria 
before moving to Stockholm.

He met Ms Silkeberg through her “po-
etry films” in her native Sweden.

“I make poetry films, which is essential-
ly just poetry with images and music,” Ms 
Silkeberg said.

“After we met, we agreed to work 
together.

“We initially wrote in our own languag-
es, and then came together to translate 
them into English and discussed it more.

“Then we wrote some poems together, writing 
a line each.

“I’ve heard some people say the barrier be-
tween the east and west is closed.

“But especially around this time, with the Arab 
Spring, something happened.

“The cultural exchange is very different and 
it’s a time when we need to do it.

“More and more Syrian people are coming 
to Sweden, and it is necessary to make people 

Authors on a mission to 
boost cultural exchange 

n Ms Wirsén with an Arabic translation of one of her books. Left, 
at the event are, from left, Swedish Ambassador to the UAE Max 
Bjuhr, Ms Silkeberg, Mr Almadhoun and the Swedish Ambassa-

dor’s wife Anki Bjuhr

understand.”
The collaboration took three years and result-

ed in the 200-page anthology. 
Ms Silkeberg, who is also a literary com-

position professor at Gothenburg University, 
produced the final text in Swedish.

“We need people to realise not everything is 
simple,” Mr Almadhoun said.

“Differences can be beautiful and we need to 
learn from each other.

“The poems are not just about Damascus, they 

are about many 
things.

“The phrase ‘To 
Damascus’ is often 
used as a meta-
phor for a radical 

change, because the life of Apostle Paul changed 
on the road to Damascus, and that’s what we 
wanted to convey.

“We’re not trying to change history, but we 
hope to make ourselves better.”

The GDN also spoke to children’s author 
Stina Wirsén, who attempts to use her stories to 
empower young girls.

“I’ve been writing children’s books for 20 
years and I focus on gender issues,” she said.

“I want to empower girls and write about 

strong girls.
“In a situation where girls are seen as weak, 

boys lose out as well.
“They are forced to be macho, they don’t get to 

show their feelings.
“So we will all be winners if girls are given 

more power.” 
She said her two daughters inspired her to 

write the stories. 
One of her books is about a girl who is con-

stantly forced to adapt to societal expectations by 
her mother, before eventually fighting back and 
standing up for herself.

“Children have a right to be represented as 
human beings, just with less experience and less 
prejudice,” she said.

“As a target group, they’re wonderful.

Iraqi author Ahmed Saadawi won 
the prestigious International Prize 
for Arabic Fiction (IPAF) 2014.

Mr Saadawi’s novel, Frankenstein 
in Baghdad, will be translated into 
English as a result.

The novel is set in the spring of 
2005 and tells the story of Hadi Al 
Attag, a rag-and-bone man who 
lives in a populous district of Bagh-
dad. He takes body parts of people 
killed in explosions and sews them 
together to create a new body.

The body is entered by a dis-
placed soul, bringing it to life.

The creature begins a campaign of revenge 
against those who killed the people who make up 

the body parts of the whole.
“We chose Frankenstein in Bagh-

dad for several reasons,” said IPAF 
chair judge Saad Albazei. “First for the 
originality of its narrative structure, as 
represented in the ‘what’s-it’s-name’ 
character, who embodies the violence 
currently experienced in Iraq, other 
Arab countries and the wider world.

“The story is expertly told on several 
levels and from multiple viewpoints.

“It is a significant addition to contem-
porary Arabic fiction.”

The prize also includes a monetary 
value of $50,000 and is supported by the 

Booker Prize Foundation and funded by the Abu 
Dhabi Tourism and Culture Authority.

Iraqi writer wins Arabic fiction award

n Mr Saadawi

“I want to empower them 
and make them realise 
that they can take control 
of their own bodies and 
minds.”

Children’s author and 
archaeologist Jonathan 
Lindstorm told the GDN 
he tries to use his books to 
encourage children to take 
an interest in science.

“I want to entertain 
both the children and their 
parents,” he said. 

“I write about deep 
subjects, like cosmology, 
consciousness and death.

“But I try not to just 
show the children the facts, 
I want to initiate enthu-
siasm for the subject and 
make them want to know 
more about it in the future.”
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SHELF   LIFE... Your monthly guide to the latest 
literary hits and misses

By Laala 
Kashef 
Alghata

Classics are often overlooked when searching for a new 
read. Even avid readers sometimes believe that due to 
being written decades – or even centuries – ago, they 
may be dull, difficult or contrary to contemporary interests. 
However, many classics celebrated today made their mark 
by being popular or intriguing books at the time. With that in 
mind, the GDN is introducing Retro Reads, a chosen clas-
sic that readers are encouraged to pick up. This month’s 

choice is Brave New World by Aldous Huxley.

Huxley classic 
sheds light on 
society’s evils

n Brave New World ... a masterful novel

GDN BOOK CLUB

This month’s 
book club will 

be catering to two 
age groups.

Each group will 
have a book to 
read and review. 
Two winners, one 
from each group, 
will receive a 
BD10 voucher to 
The Bookcase and 
have their review 
published in the 
GDN.

Children 
between the ages 
of seven and 10 
should read My 
Big Fat Zombie 
Goldfish: Fins 
of Fury by Mo 
O’Hara while 
teenagers between 
11 and 16 years 
should read The 
Finisher by David 
Baldacci.

Book reviews 
should be up to 
200 words and 
should be emailed 
to bookclub@gdn.
com.bh by May 
25. Please include 
a full name and 
contact number in 
the email.

READERS’ REVIEWS

Rayam Ali Habib won 
this month’s BD10 

voucher to The Bookcase 
for the seven to 10 years 
age group with this review 
of The World’s Greatest 
Underachiever and the Best 
Worst Summer Ever by 
Hank Zipzer.

Hank Zipzer is a young 
boy growing up on the Upper 
West Side of New York City 
who has dyslexia.

Hank is the son of Rosa 
Zipzer and Stanley Zipzer, he 
hates summer school because 
he thinks it is stupid, boring, 
horrible and hideous.

Because he is lazy, all he 
wants for summer is to have 
fun, go to the beaches but 
that does not happen because 
his dad takes him to a sum-
mer school class.

He lacks self-confidence, his class-
mates think he is a loser because he is a 
D-grader from the start.

He wants his summer to be memorable 
but his dad challenges him.

Hank’s dad will let him go to the Junior 
Explorer Luau sleepover if he gets an A 
for his presentation on Albert Einstein.

But it turns out Einstein was also an 
underachiever turned A-grader.

He prepared himself by practising and 
telling himself to concentrate.

He was so nervous all the way but his 
friends are there for him to encourage 
him especially Mason.

Garvita Mehta won this month’s 
BD10 voucher to The Bookcase for 

the 11 to 16 years age group for 
this review of Enemies by Tim 
Bowler.

Blade has learned to survive.
Alone in The City, he has stud-

ied every corner, staking out the 
whole community just to find a 
place to sleep these days, his goal 
is to be invisible in The City.

But he has a dark secret.
It involves his skill with the 

knife, and it’s coming back to 
haunt him.

An action-packed thriller with 
suspense and mystery in nearly 
every chapter is written by one 
of my favourite authors, Tim 
Bowler.

The protagonist of the story is 
a very mysterious and intriguing 

character who talks to us as we 
read through the novel and refuses 
to tell us his real name and insists 

us on calling him Blade.
The way Tim Bowler has written the 

book makes it so hard to put down.
Enemies is the beginning of an epic 

quest set against the dirty streets of a 
modern world, where a boy must stand 
alone to stay free and battle against his 
darker instincts that threaten to drag him 
down.

n One of last month’s winners, Zahraa Hussain Alsebea, re-
ceiving her BD10 book voucher from The Bookcase sales 

manager Robert Jennings.

BOOKS TO LOOK OUT FOR
l The Temporary Gentleman by Sebastian Barry
l The Snow Queen by Michael Cunningham
l All the Light We Cannot See by Anthony Doerr
l The Vacationers by Emma Straub

FOR book lovers who want to exchange books and find 
new ones to read, there is a book swap that takes place 
three times a month.

It is held on the first Wednesday of every month from 
10.30am to 12.30pm, as well as the third and fourth 
Saturdays from 5.30 to 7.30pm and 5 to 7pm respective-
ly. The first swap this month will be held on Wednesday.

For more information, call 39986434.

Words can be like 
X-rays, if you use 
them properly – they’ll 

go through anything. You read 
and you’re pierced.” – Brave 
New World

Huxley’s Brave New World 
is phenomenal read – truly 
deserving its classic status.

However, it is remarkably 
easy to read and the language is 
simple and unimpeded, despite 
the deeply philosophical and 
ethical questions posed through-
out.

Written in 1931 and pub-
lished the following year, I 
expected it to be fascinating but 
somewhat sluggish, and was 
pleasantly surprised.

In fact, it reads like a con-
temporary novel in most parts, 
and the reader will quickly 
forget it was written over 80 
years ago.

Set in London in 2540 AD 
(depicted as 632 After Ford, 
AF, in the book), it explores 
scientific developments that 
Huxley had anticipated, most 
prominently reproduction and 
psychological conditioning and 
manipulation.

It opens in the Central 

London Hatching and 
Conditioning Centre, where 
the director and one of his top 
assistants are touring the prem-
ises to explain the process to a 
group of boys.

The hatchery produces thou-
sands of nearly identical human 
embryos which go through a 
factory-like setting as they are 
conditioned to belong to one 
of five castes – Alpha, Beta, 
Gamma, Delta, or Epsilon.

Each caste is less fully 
formed and intellectually 
capable than the former, with 
Alphas destined to be leaders 
or thinkers, while Epsilons are 
deliberately stunted and perform 
menial labour.

The details of the story are 
best left to unfold without the 
reader being too aware of the 
full plotline.

However, it’s fascinating 
how quickly you can compare 
some of Huxley’s disastrous 
dystopian future to our current 
age.

It’s a masterful novel well 
worth your time – and will 
doubtless leave you more 
engaged and inquisitive as a 
result.

An innovative project to   promote reading 
n The festival logo

where students, led by univer-
sity storytelling club faculty 
adviser Briony LaThrop, wrote 
stories based on characters and 
fables from Emirati folklore.

“The big thing for me was 
why is it when I ask what 
people’s favourites characters 
are, they always say something 
Disney,” said Ms Lathrop.

“Why not someone or some-
thing Emirati?

“When we looked into it, 
we realised a lot of them were 
quite violent and about killing 

or eating children – or killing 
and eating children.

“So we wanted to create 
some benevolent characters 
that children could enjoy.

“There are 24 characters in 

The Story Mile collection, and 
most locals are only familiar 
with two to five of them.

“We want to reintroduce 
them to the others.”

She said the students 

wrote, illustrated and edited 
the collection.

“It was a great opportunity 
for the students,” she added.

“They’re between 18 and 20 
years old and 46 writers and 12 
illustrators make up this first 
volume.

“We want to continue to 
promote traditional storytelling 
and Emirati culture.

“We have a second volume 
that will be out by the summer, 
with 50 new stories and illus-
trations.”


	Gulf Daily News May 3 p14
	Gulf_Daily_News_May-3_p15



