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Introduction
and Mission
University College is responsible for delivering Zayed University’s general 
education program. Zayed University’s General Education Program 
initiates the baccalaureate careers of all Zayed University students. 
University College offers an opportunity to all Zayed University students 
to acquire breadth of knowledge through its program. It prepares them 
for their future majors and eventual employment. The experience helps 
instil in students a desire for lifelong learning, fosters intellectual curiosity, 
and engenders critical thinking. 

Concentrating on the first three semesters of the students’ Zayed 
University education, faculty specialized in multiple disciplines attend 
to the students’ intellectual development by advising and mentoring, 
conducting core courses of the general education program, and offering 
additional support outside the classroom.





LEARNING OUTCOMES

The General Education Program has adopted all the Zayed University 
Learning Outcomes as its own program learning outcomes. The six 
Zayed University Learning Outcomes supported by the general education 
program are:     

• Critical Thinking and Quantitative Reasoning: Zayed University 
graduates will be able to use both critical and quantitative 
processes to solve problems and to develop informed opinions.

• Global Awareness: Zayed University graduates will be able to 
understand and value their own and other cultures, perceiving and 
reacting to differences from an informed and socially responsible 
point of view.

• Information Literacy: Zayed University graduates will be able 
to find, evaluate and use appropriate information from multiple 
sources to respond to a variety of needs.

• Language: Zayed University graduates will be able to communicate 
effectively in English and Modern Standard Arabic, using the 
academic and professional conventions of these languages 
appropriately.



• Leadership: Zayed University graduates will be able to undertake 
leadership roles and responsibilities, interacting effectively with 
others to accomplish shared goals.

• Technological Literacy: Zayed University graduates will be able 
to use current information technology to enhance productivity 
and effectiveness.

VISION OF THE GENERAL EDUCATION CURRICULUM

The common core, general education program achieves its six learning 
goals through a curriculum that creates an intellectual experience shared 
by all Zayed University students.

During the first three semesters of the baccalaureate program, students 
enroll in a standardized core program made up of five sets of closely related 
interdisciplinary courses. These sets of courses, organised in sequences 
are devoted to introducing students to (i) University Socialization, 
Life Skills, and fundamentals of Innovation and Entrepreneurship; (ii) 
Global Awareness; (iii) Academic Language acquisition via Arabic and 
English rhetoric and composition; and, (iv) the fundamentals of Science, 
Mathematics, and Technology.



SEMESTER ONE CREDITS

COL 110 Data Management and Analysis 3

COL 120 Life Skills 3

COL 130 Arabic Concepts 3

COL 140 English Composition I 3

COL 150 Global Awareness I: Human Geography 3

TOTAL CREDITS 15

SEMESTER TWO CREDITS

ADV 101 Advising 0

COL 135 Islamic Civilization I 3

COL 145 English Composition II 3

COL 155 Global Awareness II: Encounters: People, Places & 
Traditions

3

COL 185 Methods of Scientific Research and Development 3

COL 111
or
COL 112

Modern Applications of Mathematics                         
or 
Mathematical Modeling for Business

3

TOTAL CREDITS 15



SEMESTER THREE CREDITS

COL 220 Fundamentals of Innovation and Entrepreneurship 3

COL 230 Islamic Civilization II 3

COL 240 English Composition III 3

COL 255* Emirates Studies 3

COL 260* Living Science: Health and Environment 3

COL 270* Introduction to Information Technology 3

TOTAL CREDITS 18

General Education Common Core - * designated courses can be taken 
in semester 3, 4, 5, or 6

TOTAL - COMMON CORE CREDITS 48



KEY FEATURES OF THE GENERAL EDUCATION PROGRAM

SEQUENCE 1: UNIVERSITY SOCIALIZATION, LIFE SKILLS, AND 
FUNDAMENTALS OF INNOVATION & ENTREPRENEURSHIP

COL 120, 220

Sequence 1 of the General Education Program aims to socialize students 
to the University and assist them in selecting a major. It does so through:

• Introducing students to the University and building their capacity 
to be successful students;

• Increasing their understanding of the UAE’s economic and social 
development and their future role in building the nation; 

• Assisting them in assessing their own talents and circumstances 
so as to enable them to make good choices about their education 
and future careers; and,

• Introducing the benefits of entrepreneurship as a career choice.
 

During the first semester, students enroll in Life Skills (COL 120), a course 
that introduces them to the skills required to be successful in University 
and life. Academic advising is ongoing and offered throughout the course 
to support students in their academic needs and to assist them In the 
social adjustment to university life. During the second semester students 
enroll in Advising 201 that assists them in exploring the relationship 
between their personal talents and circumstances and the professional 
world they will enter after graduation. In the third semester, students 
enroll in Entrepreneurship and Innovation (COL 220), a course that helps 
students explore entrepreneurship as a career choice.

 SEQUENCE 1 - UNIVERSITY SOCIALIZATION, LIFE SKILLS,
  AND INNOVATION & ENTREPRENEURSHIP

              Semester 3  Semester 2Semester 1

COL 220ADV 101COL 120
 Innovation &

Entrepreneurship
Advising  Life Skills



SEQUENCE 2: GLOBAL AWARENESS COURSES

COL 150, 155, 255, 135, 230, 255

One of Zayed University’s General Education Program’s primary goals is to 
equip students with tools for analysing the dynamic changes taking place 
in the UAE, the region, and the world. Not only do the General Education 
courses enable students to evaluate the processes of change, they also 
facilitate an understanding of the history of their own traditions through 
demonstrating that timeless values can be successfully integrated into 
new circumstances.   

These Global Awareness courses follow a sequential three-semester 
path in which students learn about other cultures and enhance their 
understanding of the world in which we all live and that we have inherited. 
These courses hone the students’ skills in appreciating and accepting 
differences and similarities of the human condition across time and 
space.

Two of these courses are taught in English (COL 150 and 155) and 
the newly introduced Emirates Studies course (COL 255) is in Arabic. 
The General Education’s Islamic Civilization program (COL 135 and 
230) complements the Global Awareness courses. It does so through 
the study of both: the continuities characteristic of Islam, and the 
interactions between Islamic peoples and other civilizations. Courses 
move chronologically from the foundations of Islam to its practice in the 
modern world. 

SEQUENCE 2 - GLOBAL AWARENESS

Semester 3Semester 2Semester 1

COL 255COL 155COL 150

 Global Awareness III:
  Emirates Studies

 Global Awareness II:
 Encounters: People,

Places & Traditions

 Global Awareness I:
 Human Geography

COL 230COL 135

Islamic Civilization IIIslamic Civilization I



SEQUENCE 3: ACADEMIC ENGLISH LANGUAGE DEVELOPMENT

COL 140, 145, 240
 
Students’ academic success depends on an increased ability to 
comprehend the context in which one writes academically and 
professionally. This ability depends on increased capacity to read and 
respond to a variety of texts, written, verbal, and visual. The three courses 
in the Department of English and Writing Studies immerse students in 
the study and practice of English composition. With faculty trained in 
composition and second language learning, students systematically 
strengthen their capability to read and write critically.

During each of the General Education Program’s first three semesters, 
students enroll in an English Composition course (COL 140, 145 and 240). 
Each of these courses is designed to develop the students’ awareness 
of how language empowers their competency in critical analysis and 
self-expression.  



In order to facilitate systematic improvement, student work is assessed 
using standardized rubrics. This method assures that all students are 
required to meet common standards. It is important for students to 
explore and master the conventions of academic English in the first three 
semesters to better prepare themselves for success in their majors.

 SEQUENCE 3 - ACADEMIC ENGLISH LANGUAGE
DEVELOPMENT

Semester 3Semester 2Semester 1

COL 240COL 145COL 140

English
Composition III

English
Composition II

English
Composition I



SEQUENCE 4: ACADEMIC ARABIC LANGUAGE DEVELOPMENT

COL 130, 135, 230

The General Education Program plays a major role in helping students 
master their Arabic language through three courses taught in the Arabic 
language. The development of students’ ability to use Arabic in a 
professional setting is one of the University’s primary goals.

In the first of these courses, Arabic Concepts (COL 130), students are 
introduced to writing, reading and speaking skills in Modern Standard 
Arabic. Students learn the principles of writing, summarizing, and 
paraphrasing. Students’ mastery of the Arabic language is enhanced 
through regular revision of grammar, structure, meaning, and punctuation. 
Students’ reading skills are also enhanced in COL 130 though reading 
literary and academic texts, genre identification, thus developing 
their text analysis and critical thinking skills. Students’ speaking skills 
are further developed through various class activities such as oral 
presentations, book reviews, and discussions, Students leave COL 130 
with stronger writing, reading and speaking skills. Students then enroll in 



Islamic civilizations courses (COL 135 and 230) in their second and third 
semesters. In addition to being part of the Global Awareness sequence, 
the Islamic civilization courses are committed to improving students’ 
formal Arabic.

Students’ Arabic skills are further developed in the Arabic across the 
curriculum, with major specific Arabic courses that help students use 
Arabic in a professional setting. Major-specific reading, writing and 
speaking skills in Arabic are enhanced in these courses.

 SEQUENCE 4 - ACADEMIC ARABIC LANGUAGE
DEVELOPMENT

Semesters 4 
and 6

Semester 3Semester 2Semester 1

COL 230COL 135COL 130

 Arabic courses
 required in

major

 Islamic
Civilization II

 Islamic
Civilization I

 Arabic
Concepts



SEQUENCE 5: SCIENCE, MATH, AND TECHNOLOGY   

COL 110, 111/112, 185, 260, 270

The Zayed University General Education Program lays the foundation for 
technologically-assisted quantitative and scientific thinking through its 
fifth sequence of courses. In Data Management and Analysis (COL 110), 
students build on these problem-solving skills in applied mathematics 
courses that develop students’ capacity to use numerical reasoning 
in practical contexts. Using a project-based approach, students in 
Modern Applications of Mathematics (COL 111) use computing to solve 
problems and complete meaningful tasks. Those students who choose 
to become Business Majors take COL 112 instead, where the functions 
are created with their major in mind. Methods of Scientific Research and 
Development (COL 185) facilitates student development of independent, 
critical, and innovative thinking. Upon completion, students would have 
acquired fundamental research method knowledge and skills which 
can be applied in a variety of disciplines. In Living Science: Health 
and Environment (COL 260), students obtain experience applying and 
connecting scientific principles and quantitative analyses to achieve an 
understanding of international and regional issues in global health and 



sustainability. In the Introduction to Information Technology (COL 270), 
students acquire the essential IT technical and practical skills necessary 
to succeed in the 21st century information-based knowledge economy. 
 

 SEQUENCE 5 - SCIENCE, MATH & TECHNOLOGY

 Semester 3
or 4

 Semester 3
or 4

Semester 2Semester 1

COL 270COL 260
COL 111/112

COL 185
COL 110

 Introduction
 to

 Information
Technology

 Living
 Science:

 Health and
Environment

 Modern Applications
 of Mathematics/

 Mathematical
Modeling for Business
 Methods of Scientific

 Research and
Development

 Data
 Management
and Analysis

Students score on a Math Placement Exam is required to be exempted 
from Basic Mathematics (MTH 101) and enroll in General Education 
math courses.



“Future generations will be living in a world 
that is very different from that to which we are 

accustomed. It is essential that we prepare 
ourselves and our children for that new world.”

Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan
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