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|  CREATIVE  |  INNOVATIVE |  COLLABORATIVE |  EMPOWERING |

The College of Arts and Creative Enterprises aims to prepare graduates 
who are leaders in the field of art and design practice. We prepare our 
students to be innovators who contribute to the cultural fabric of the 
UAE. Our intensive and rigorous art, design, new media and exhibition 
programs are practice based and industry-engaged. Faculty utilizes the 
latest teaching methodologies, underpinned by cutting-edge technology 
building innovative learning environments, to inspire the new generation 
of creative thinkers. We see our role as fostering and building a vibrant 
art and design community in the UAE and abroad through our graduates, 
the new up and coming artists, designers, gallery curators, art policy 
makers, educators and arts administrators. Art and Design are major 
contributors to a nation’s creative economy, they are the greatest export 
of a country in establishing its global identity. 

The College mission to prepare graduates who are Creative, 
Innovative, Collaborative and Empowering is accomplished through 
specializations and initiatives in which students:

•    Integrate traditional and new practices in the production of 
exciting and innovative outcomes;

•    Are adaptable, innovative and flexible in their professional 
practices; and

•   Contribute to their community, both local and global.

Introduction and Mission





GOALS

•   To provide technical, informative teaching that offers a solid  
foundation of skills from the creative art and design disciplines;

•    To empower students to work successfully as leaders in the 
world of art and design, pursue postgraduate studies, or establish 
themselves as committed artists and designers;

•   To facilitate the successful employment of graduates in art and 
design;

•   To promote student and alumni work in appropriate professional 
venues throughout the UAE and the international community;

•    To serve as an academic center for the arts and design by tracking 
the development and growth of the cultural identity of the country 
through documentation and research;

•   To provide exchange between local, national, and international  
artists, designers, and scholars through international conferences, 
exhibitions, and lectures;

•   To contribute to the improvement of art education at all levels in 
the UAE.

LEARNING OUTCOMES

The Major Learning Outcomes of the College of Arts and Creative 
Enterprises (MALOs) are common to the international standards for art 
studies and relate to all of the specializations. Graduates in Art and Design 
will achieve a level of proficiency with the following learning outcomes:

• Theory and History of Art and Design: Graduates from the 
College of Arts and Creative Enterprises will sucessfully utilize 
theories and ideas pertaining to contemporary issues in their 
artwork, as well as historical and conceptual analysis, They will also 
be knowledgeable of the historical progression of art, including the 
comprehension of art and design as a cultural system.

Mural Credit: ElSeed Workshop with Painting II Students



• Professional Art and Design Practice: Graduates from the 
College of Arts and Creative Enterprises will be proficient in the 
practical and ethical use of art and design skills as a vehicle for 
self expression. They will accumulate capabiltites for independent 
art and design work, and provide an informed response to global 
concepts that demonstrate social responsibility.

• Critical Thinking: Graduates from the College of Arts and 
Creative Enterprises will be proficient in the use of visual media 
expressions and technologies. they will also display an integrated 
approach utilizing multiple art and design media expressions and 
technologies in their professional portfolio in an ethical manner.

• Visual Literacy: Graduates from the College of Arts and Creative 
Enterprises will demonstrate the formulation of complex visual and 
spatial problems as well as responsive development of innovative 
solutions. They will engage in analysis and interpretation of visual 
culture, and demonstrate an understanding of the principles and 
processes pertaining to visual art and design work.

• Information Technology: Graduates from the College of Arts 
and Creative Enterprises will be proficient in the use of a number 
of technologies and will display an integrated approach utilizing 
multiple technologies in their portfolio in an ethical manner. 

• Teamwork and Leadership: Graduates from the College of Arts 
and Creative Enterprises will cooperate among group members 
while assuming responsibility for self and group outcomes. They 
will offer creative and constructive input to the group and accept 
similar feedback. They will also consider multiple perspectives of 
others prior to pursuing a stated goal.

CURRICULUM 

The curriculum for the major in Art and Design has been developed to be 
consistent with the accreditation standards of the National Association 
of Schools of Art and Design (NASAD) in the USA.



Three culminating efforts provide the framework within which fourth- year 
students mature as artists or designers:

• The internship: provides a career-related, experience-centered 
professional work opportunity from which students gain skills 
training and professional life experience.

• The Senior Project: while taking on a variety of forms, records 
their culminating skills, process, and research. The goal of the 
process is for students to create a body of work that demonstrates 
growth as artists/designers, thinkers, and new members of the 
artistic and professional community.

• The Senior Exhibition: provides an opportunity for a group 
show in a public venue, which gives students public recognition 
for their work.

In addition to academic and studio work, art students participate in field 
trips to museums, galleries, archaeological and architectural sites and 
become involved in various University events and other activities which 
demonstrate their versatility and competence.

UNDERGRADUATE DEGREES 

A) Bachelor of Fine Arts (B.F.A.) in Animation 
 
In Animation, students develop concepts and technical skills in three-
dimensional computer modelling and animation, digital video, and web 
design using industry-standard software. Students explore all types 
of virtual visualizations including text animation and motion graphics, 
character animation, storytelling, and architectural modelling, rendering, 
and animation.
 



B) Bachelor of Fine Arts (B.F.A.) in Graphic Design
 
In Graphic Design, students acquire theoretical and practical knowledge 
in design and practice while developing a variety of skills in print and 
media design. Through their course work, students explore typography, 
packaging design, and web design. They also learn about project briefs, 
research, and client interaction, and how to pitch, develop, and finally 
implement design proposals. Through community engagement and 
team-directed and client-based projects, students are encouraged to 
understand the social and cultural dimension of any project in order to 
become innovative leaders in design.
 
C) Bachelor of Fine Arts (B.F.A.) in Interior Design
 
In Interior Design, students acquire the appropriate technical skills and 
conceptual knowledge to design functional, safe, and aesthetically 
appealing interior architectural spaces for their clients. Students work 
on small residential to large commercial projects and learn about soft 
and hard decorative finishes, illumination, and the interplay between 
social and natural environments. Through research, problem solving, 
and applied practice, students understand the complexities of the built 
environment while developing creative solutions.
 
D) Bachelor of Fine Arts (B.F.A.) in Visual Art
 
In Visual Art, we believe that professional creative expression requires 
both technical and intellectual skills that are acquired through intensive 
studio work, research, professional exposure, and gallery practice. 
Students thus acquire a variety of visual art skills, including drawing, 
painting, photography, printmaking, and sculpture, while also developing 
their critical awareness of artistic issues, past, present, and future, within 
the region and internationally.
 
E) Bachelor of Sciences (B.S) in Multimedia Design (joint with the 
College of Communication and Media Sciences and the College 
of Technological Innovation):

This degree focuses on acquiring the knowledge and skills in IT, public 
media, and the arts to meet the growing demand of UAE employers for 
multimedia graduates with broad range of expertise. It prepares students 
for professional positions in managing and developing interactive 
multimedia systems.

F) Bachelor of Arts (B.A) in Emirati Studies (joint with the College 
of Communication and Media Sciences and the College of 

Sustainability Sciences and Humanities):
This degree focuses on two fundamental areas of Emirati cultural 

resources: archaeological and historical knowledge, and 
heritage and cultural production. This degree also prepares 

students for professional careers in exhibition design and 
curatorship, and cultural tourism, all sectors that are 
expanding within the UAE.







COURSES OFFERED

ART 201: Principles of Design
ART 205: Art Foundations
ART 220: Introduction to Art History
ART 221: Research Methods for Artists and Designers
ART 223: Arts of the Modern World
ART 223AL: Arabic Lab I
ART 251: Basic Design
ART 279: CAD I
ART 287: Interior Design Studio I
ART 297: Social Topics in Art and Design: Intermediate
ART 310: Drawing I
ART 311: Drawing for Designers
ART 312: Painting I
ART 313: Drawing II
ART 314: Illustration and visual Narrative
ART 315: Sculpture I
ART 316: Ceramics I
ART 318: Three- Dimensional Design
ART 319: Introduction to Jewelry Design
ART 322: History of Islamic Art and Architecture 
ART 324: Contemporary Islamic Art and Architecture
ART 325: History of Design
ART 326: Representation: Exhibition, Display, and Interpretation I
ART 327: Representation: Exhibition, Display, and Interpretation II
ART 328: Cross- Cultural Influences in Design
ART 330: Art Education
ART 336: Interior Design Studio II
ART 337: Color and Light Design
ART 340: Photography I
ART 341: Photography II
ART 345: Digital Video I
ART 346: Digital Video II
ART 351: Graphic Design I
ART 352: Graphic Design II
ART 355: Designing with Color
ART 356: Typography I
ART 357: Designing for the Web I
ART 359: Information Design
ART 360: Printmaking I
ART 363: Printmaking II
ART 365: Digital Printmaking
ART 366: Book Structures I
ART 375: 3D Modeling
ART 376: Animation I



ART 377: Animation II
ART 379: CAD II
ART 385: Interior Design Studio III
ART 387: Furniture Design
ART 388: Environmental Systems for Interior Design
ART 389: Basic Architecture
ART 391: Interior Design Methods of Construction
ART 395: Independent Study
ART 397: Special Topics in Art and Design
ART 405: The Professional Artist
ART 405L: Arabic Lab II
ART 410: Drawing III
ART 411: Painting II
ART 413: Painting III
ART 415: Mixed Media
ART 418: Installation
ART 420: Communities, Curatorial Practices, and Collections
ART 421: Material Culture of the U.A.E.
ART 422: Contemporary Art Theory
ART 425: History of Graphic Design
ART 426: History of Interior Design
ART 427: History of Animation
ART 430: Curatorial Practices
ART 440: Photography III
ART 451: Graphic Design III
ART 452: Packaging Design
ART 453: Graphic Design IV
ART 456: Typography II
ART 457: Designing for the Web II
ART 460: Printmaking III
ART 475: Game Design
ART 476: Animation III
ART 477: 3D Lighting and Rendering
ART 486: Interior Design Studio IV
ART 490: Internship
ART 492: Senior Research Seminar
ART 495: Independent Study
ART 496: Senior Project
ART 497: Special Topics in Art and Design



ADMISSION TO ZAYED UNIVERSITY

UAE National Applicants
To be considered for admission, all National applicants must possess a 
valid UAE passport, valid UAE National Identity Certificate and UAE ID. 
Applicants from a high school following the UAE curriculum must have 
12 years of school and an attested General School Leaving Certificate, a 
minimum 70% average in academic subjects, a minimum CEPA English 
score of 150, and a CEPA Mathematics score (no minimum score is 
currently required).

Applicants from a high school following an International curriculum 
must have 12 years of school: GCSE/IGCSE must complete five 
subjects at the ordinary level and two subjects at the GCE Advanced 
Subsidiary or Advanced level, with a passing grade in each subject. 
International Baccalaureate must successfully complete five subjects.

If you are currently in high school, or have completed high school 
this year: Submit a completed application form with all documentation 
attached and Zayed University selected as your primary choice of 
institution to the National Admissions and Placement Office (NAPO).  
Applications are submitted online at http://www.napo.ae

International Applicants 
Zayed University also welcomes applications from International students. 
For more details about admission requirements and application forms for 
International students, please visit: http://www.zu.ac.ae/main/en/enroll/
international.aspx



The Academic Bridge Program (ABP): Success at Zayed University 
requires proficiency in both Arabic and English languages.  Students 
admitted to the University are initially placed either directly into the 
baccalaureate program or into the Academic Bridge Program. This 
placement depends primarily upon each student’s proficiency in English 
as measured by the Common Educational Proficiency Assessment 
(CEPA) exam administered by the National Admissions and Placement 
Office (NAPO) in the Ministry of Higher Education and Scientific Research. 
Students initially placed into the ABP progress into University College and 
the baccalaureate program only once they successfully complete the 
Academic Bridge Program exit requirements and achieve the required level 
of English proficiency (overall band score of 5.0 or greater) as measured 
by the International English Language Testing Service (IELTS) exams.

University College (UC): University College is responsible for delivering 
Zayed University’s general education program, organized as the Colloquy 
on Integrated Learning, The Colloquy Program initiates the baccalaureate 
careers of all Zayed University students. University College offers the high 
quality foundational education, the Colloquy on Integrated Learning, to 
all Zayed University students. It prepares them for their future majors and 
eventual employment. The experience instills in them a desire for lifelong 
learning, fosters intellectual curiosity, and engenders critical thinking.

Zayed University Undergraduate Program Model:

College of 
Arts & Creative Enterprises 

University
College

ABP

School Leaver



ADMISSION TO THE MAJOR

The College of Arts and Creative Enterprises requires that the applicant 
fulfill the following requirements for acceptance:

• Satisfactory completion of 42 semester credit hours or more;

• Attainment of a cumulative GPA of 2.0 or higher;

• Achievement of grades of C- or better in COL 140, COL 145, and 
COL 270; and 

• Achievement of passing grades in COL 105, COL 110, COL 111, 
COL 120, COL 130, COL 135, COL 150, COL 155, COL 165, 
COL 230, COL 255, and COL 260.

(COL 260 and COL 270 may be scheduled for semester three, four, five or six)

The College also requires that entering students achieve a grade of C- or 
higher in one practical art course (ART 201 or ART 205).

INTERNSHIP

Students are able to apply what they have learned in their selected CACE 
major into real workplace situations. Depending on their chosen program, 
art and design students may intern at art galleries, museums, design firms, 
advertising agencies, architectural and interior design offices, elementary 
and high schools, and animation and new media studios.

GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS

A student must complete a minimum of 132 credit hours to graduate from 
the College of Arts and Creative Enterprises. Students can consult with 
a College advisor on program and course requirements for graduation.

GRADUATE PROGRAMS

The Master of Arts in Design program is currently under review. For 
further information, please contact the Office of Graduate Studies at 
Zayed University.



OUTREACH AND ENGAGEMENT

The College has a long established record of encouraging our students 
to engage in multiple external communities, both professional and civic. 
Our graphic design students have worked with Tasmena—a community-
based organization that uses design methodology to research and 
address social issues. Thanks to foundation support, our students have 
been able to do short travel-study trips with our faculty to other countries, 
most recently the UK, Japan and Italy. Our students have been very 
successful in receiving top honors in national competitions such as this 
year’s inaugural recipient of the Christo and Jean Claude Award, the 
ADMAF Creativity Award, Sheikha Manal Young Artist Award and the 
Lasvit Mubadala Tennis Trophy Award.  

RESEARCH AND CREATIVITY

The College of Arts and Creative Enterprises considers all of its 
coursework as creative exploration/research. Each project is about 
a process of discovery where students are taught how to go beyond 
their preconceived ideas. The ability to suspend closure and to arrive at 
multiple possibilities is what the creative process is all about. We want 
our students to experience the act of doing creative research where they 
create work at the end of the process that they couldn’t have imagined 
or visualized at the beginning – that’s what art and design learning and 
discovery is all about.

ACCREDITATION

Zayed University is accredited by the Middle States Commission on 
Higher Education (USA), which assures internationally recognized 
programs from a quality-assured university. The College of Arts and 
Creative Sciences programs are recognized as substantially equivalent 
by the National Association of Scools of Art and Design (USA).

Accredited by 



“A nation without a past is a nation without a 
present or a future. Thanks to God, our nation 

has a flourishing civilisation, deep-rooted in this 
land for many centuries. These roots will always 
flourish and bloom in the glorious present of our 

nation and in its anticipated future.” 

Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan
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