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DEAN’S WELCOME AND MESSAGE 
As the Spring 2018 semester comes to an end, it is my pleasure to share with you some 
of the College of Education’s key achievements in the last five months and offer a 
glimpse into what awaits us in the near future. The semester was a busy one indeed, 
with the college hosting its First Annual Education Conference and its Fifth Students’ 
Research and Creative Projects Symposium. The college also celebrated the graduation 
of 78 undergraduate students and 20 graduate students. A number of international 
visitors joined us during the semester, along with a number of our own colleagues 
travelling abroad to participate in conferences around the world. Finally, the semester 
ended with a restructuring of the college organizational chart, where an Education Studies Department 
was announced, and the college had the pleasure of welcoming faculty members in two new departments, 
namely the Arabic Department and the English Department. With our growing membership, we are bidding 
farewell to a successful semester and look forward to more achievements and higher impact in the years 
to come. With best wishes to all for a wonderful summer vacation, and see you next academic year 

Editorial Board: Dr. Fatima Bailey, Dr. Florence Muwana, Dr. Wejdan AlSakran
Acknowledgement of Editorial Support: Ms. Suha Karaki

The College of Education was glad to participate 
in Zayed University’s Graduation ceremonies. The 
college’s most recent cohort included a total of 78 
undergraduate students who are proudly joining the 
professional ranks. The graduation ceremony was 
held on Wednesday 18th of April at the ZU convention 
center in AUH. The college was also proud to graduate 
a new cohort of Master program students whose 
graduation was held on Thursday 19th of April.

All graduates had the honor of receiving their 
degrees by H.E. Sheikha Lubna Bint Khalid Al Qasimi, 
President of Zayed University. Finally, Honors Masters 
students had the privilege of receiving their degrees 
on Tuesday 24th of April in a celebration that was 
presided over by H.H.Sheikh Mansour Bin Zayed, 
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Presidential 
Affairs. Wishing our graduates future success in 
their professional careers, and looking forward to 
celebrating the graduation of many more. 

COLLEGE OF EDUCATION GRADUATES



FIRST ANNUAL EDUCATION CONFERENCE 

As part of its continuing commitment to supporting 
the teaching community in the United Arab Emirates 
and the Gulf Region, and in collaboration with the 
Arab Thought Foundation, the College of Education 
at Zayed University had the pleasure of hosting 
its First Annual Education Conference. It was held 
February 28 to March 1, 2018 at Zayed University 
Dubai campus. Bearing in mind that the founding 

father Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan’s first 
priority was Education and that he embodied the 
core of what an educator should strive for, and in 
light of the year 2018 being the Year of Zayed, the 
conference theme was: 

Zayed Legacy: Igniting Minds for a Better Tomorrow

The College of Education was honoured by the 
presence of H.E. Sheikha Lubna Bint Khalid Al 
Qasimi, President of Zayed University, H.E. Engineer 
Hussain AlHammadi, Minister of Education, and 
H.E. Jameela Al Muhairi, Minister of State for 
Public Education. A further honour was H.E. Hussain 
AlHammadi’s speech that focused on the Emirati 
school, the importance of quality education and 
teacher preparation. H.E. also stressed the close 
connections between the MOE and Zayed University 
and the importance of dialogue and collaborative 
efforts in reaching UAE’s vision of First-Rate 
Education System. Furthermore, the opening 
ceremony included the announcement of the Arab 
Thought Foundation Children’s Literature Award 
“Kitabi” to 6 winners from around the Arab world 
all of whom were in attendance. 



The conference provided a platform for the 
region’s researchers, practitioners, administrators, 
and academics to share, collaborate, and explore 
innovative approaches to creating successful 
teaching and learning environments for students. 
The conference allowed school teachers, 
professionals and leaders to come together and 
build stronger partnerships for the advancement 
of K-12 education. Approximately 70 workshops 
and research presentations were offered during 
the two days, and addressed a variety of topics, 
including but not limited to language acquisition 
and linguistics, STEM education, early childhood 
education, assessment and evaluation, creativity 
and empowerment, special and gifted education, 

and technology education. 

The conference was attended by local and regional 
educators and professionals who provided positive 
feedback and indicated their willingness to 
participate with future conferences as well. With 
the success of the conference, the College of 
Education is proud to announce that the 2nd Annual 
Education Conference to be held in 2019 will be in 
partnership with the Ministry of Education and will 
have a wider scope and outreach, so stay tuned for 
more information to come. Meanwhile, if you are 
interested in knowing more about the 1st Annual 
Education Conference, please visit the following 
website COE-Conference. 

https://www.zu.ac.ae/main/en/colleges/colleges/__college_of_education/fatc/index.aspx


Back in 2013, when it was first accredited by the National Council for the Accreditation 
of Teacher Education (NCATE), Zayed University’s College of Education had the 
distinction of being the first college outside of the USA to receive this international 
quality assurance stamp for its teacher preparation programs. Fast forward to 2018, 
and the college is preparing to renew its international accreditation in two years’ time, under the Council 
for the Accreditation of Educator Preparation (CAEP), the new name for the former NCATE organization.
 
In order to prepare for reaccreditation in 2020, the incoming chair of the ECE program, Dr. Anna Dillon 
and the Associate Dean, Dr. Kay Gallagher, travelled to the Annual Spring CAEP Conference in Kansas City, 
Missouri in March 2018 to learn about the latest accreditation requirements under CAEP. Following an 
intensive few days of workshops and dialogue with CAEP leaders, Anna and Kay were fully appraised of the 
requirements for reaccreditation. The college has a busy time ahead working collaboratively towards the 
stringent requirements of CAEP, and preparing for the reaccreditation site visit in Spring 2020.

INTERNATIONAL ACCREDITATION 

At the fifth College of Education Research and 
Creative Projects Symposium in Spring 2018, we 
honoured the work of Omran Al Alili, a student with 
a dream of becoming a graphic designer. At the third 
College of Education Research and Creative Projects 
Symposium in Spring 2017, the Dean of the College 
of Education, Dr. Rana Tamim, was most impressed 

by Omran’s graphic design skills. He came as a 
guest of the College of Education from the Future 
Rehabilitation Centre in Mohammed bin Zayed City, 
Abu Dhabi.

School partnerships are integral to the mission 
and vision of the College of Education. It is one 
of the objectives of the College of Education to 
develop collaborative and supportive relationships 
with Ministries, government agencies, councils, 
local schools, organizations, and community and 
international partners.

To this end, we invited Omran to design some logos 
for our use, reflecting different aspects of what we 
do. Dr. Anna Dillon collaborated with Omran and his 
teacher Rachel Harvey on the design process and 
enjoyed discussing several iterations of the design 
once the project brief was given. We plan to continue 
working with Omran in future to design logos for the 
new College of Education research cluster ‘Bilarabi’ 
and the new departments emerging within the 
college.

*Anna and Kay travelled back from the USA on March 17th where Ireland’s National Day is widely celebrated 
and were pleased to find some glittery shamrocks at the airport check in desk to brighten up the long 
transatlantic flight back.

COLLEGE OF EDUCATION AND THE COMMUNITY 
College of Education and Future Rehabilitation Centre



After a semester of focused recruitment efforts by our Advisors, 
Student Affairs, and the Social Work program team, the College of 
Education has successfully recruited new cohorts of School Social 
Work students for both the Abu Dhabi and Dubai Campuses. These 
students are embarking on a career path that will see them providing 
psychosocial support to children and their families in the school 
environment as well as using their social work skills to engage 
in community-based research, policy analysis, and development 
projects that are designed to foster a positive school, family, and 
community environment for all children in the UAE. 

SCHOOL SOCIAL WORK PROGRAM

SPECIAL OLYMPICS
 
The students of SWK431- Partnerships with Families 
and Communities completes the service element of 
their course by volunteering at the Special Olympic 
MENA Games 2018. A total of 20 students, along 
with instructor Miss. Tabby, volunteered across 2 
venues-Al Forsan Sports Resort and ADNEC, over 
3 days. It was an eye opening, hectic yet fun and 
rewarding experience for all the students involved 
who thoroughly enjoyed the chance to of give back 
to the community. They were proud ambassadors of 
the COE and ZU and gave a fantastic and professional 
representation of themselves. 

LAKUM PROJECT 
As part of the Partnerships with Communities 
(SWK431) course, students plan for and 
implement a community engagement project 
as well as complete a short Voluntary Service 
Learning placement in the local community.  This 
semester the AUH and DXB student partnered 
with thecHamdan International Photography 
Award (HIPA) to support their Lakum project as 
part of the Year of Zayed celebration.  Over the 
semester, the students gathered school supplies 
and personal hygiene items which will be sent 
to children in the developing world. Through 
our students’ efforts, enough donations were 
collected to fill 300 boxes!  By participating in 
activities such as this, students get to have first-
hand experience in planning and implementing 
community based projects while also working to 
achieve ZU’s goal of educating global citizens. 



COLLABORATORS AND SCHOOL PARTNERSHIP MEETINGS, 
APRIL 2018

Establishing and maintaining successful university-
school partnerships is a critical component in 
the effective provision of contemporary teacher 
education. For College of Education’s teacher 
candidates, their emergent teaching skills are 
developed and honed during four sequenced school-
based placements in both public and private schools 
throughout their teacher education preparation, 
culminating in a semester-long final school-based 
internship. As future teachers, College of Education 
students’ dispositions are cultivated in schools 

through reflective 
practice, linking 
the content of their 
university courses with 
their school experience. 
The quality of the field 
experience is therefore 
paramount from the 
College of Education’s 
perspective; while from 
the partner schools’ perspective, the quality of 
the college’s field experience program is of great 
importance. In light of this, the Spring meetings on 
both campuses between the partner schools and 
College of Education were significant in fostering 
shared understanding and in promoting continued 
successful collaboration in the preparation of the 
nation’s future teachers.

FIFTH STUDENT RESEARCH AND 
CREATIVE PROJECTS SYMPOSIUM

In support of its mission and vision of preparing highly qualified teachers 
and school professionals, and in its continuous efforts to create strong 
collaborative relations with education stakeholders, the College of Education 
at Zayed University held its Fifth Student Research and Creative Projects 
Symposium on both its campuses in May 2018. The college was pleased and 
proud to publicly share and celebrate students’ academic work on this joyful 
occasion. It was also our pleasure to strengthen our collaborative efforts 
with federal institutions and partner schools who had the opportunity to 
visit the symposium.

The Abu Dhabi campus event was held on the 25th of April and had 132 
projects from 13 courses. Meanwhile, on the Dubai campus was held on the 
2nd of May with a total of 71 projects from 11 courses. The event concluded 
with a recognition ceremony for the college’s future teachers and school 
social workers who have just completed their school based semester-long 
internships, and are ready to take up positions in schools in Fall 2018.

The College of Education thanks the organizing committee for their 
hard work, and thanks all participating students, faculty members, 
project judges, and teachers for supporting students’ submissions for the 
Symposium.
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 15. Moussa-Inaty, J. (2017). Student Experiences of a Blended Learning Environment. International 
Journal of Learning, Teaching and Educational Research, 16(9), 60-72.

 16. Tamim, R.M. (2018). Blended learning for learner empowerment: Voices from the Middle East. Journal 
of Research on Technology in Education, 50(1), 70-83.

Journal Articles
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Quality and Teacher Education Quality:  Accreditation from a Global Perspective. Routledge.

 6. Midraj, S. (2017). Outcomes-based ELL Education. In J. Liontas & M. Delli Carpini (Eds.), The TESOL 
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and its Teaching in the Muslim States. World Scientific.

 9. Sowa, P, Atallah, F. & Nichols, E. (2017). Developing the Concept of Diversity in Teacher Preparation: 
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Karp (Eds), Teacher Quality and Teacher Education Quality: Accreditation from a Global 

   Perspective. London: Routledge.

 10. Taha, H. (2017). Investing in Cutting Edge Arabic Language Education. In Arabic language, present and 
future. In I. AlBalawi (ed.). L’Arabe Langue de culture universalle: Ouvrage publie a l’occasion 
de la celebration de la journee mondiale de la langue Arabe (p.67-76).  Paris: UNESCO Plan 
Arabia, ISBN: 978-92-990087-1-3

 11. Taha, H. (2017). Arabic Language Teacher Education. In A. Gebril (ed.), Applied Linguistics in the 
Middle East and North Africa (p. 270-287). Amsterdam: John Benjamins. ISBN 9789027265791
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 12. Taha, H. (2017). The Hanada Taha Arabic Text Leveling System. KSA: Educational Books Publishing. 
   ISBN: 978-603-8147-31-3

 13. Taha, H. (2017). Arabic Language Arts Standards and Performance Indicators.  KSA:  Educational 
   Books Publishing. ISBN: 978-603-8147-32-0

 14. Tamim, R.M., Borokhovski, E., & Bernard, R.M. (In Press). A meta-analysis methodological reporting 
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Conference Proceedings
 1. Eppard, J. & Rochdi, A. (2017). Flipped Learning: Moving Towards a Framework. 13th Annual Conference: 

Mobile Learning 2017 Conference Proceedings.
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to enhance reading. 13th Annual Conference: Mobile Learning 2017 Conference Proceedings.
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Exploratory Learning in Digital Age Conference Proceedings.

 4. Eppard, J. & Reedy, P. (2017). Localizing content for an XMOOC in the UAE. Cognitive and Exploratory 
Learning in Digital Age Conference Proceedings.
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UAE: Preliminary Findings, INTED 2017 Conference Proceedings.

 6. Matthews, J.D. (2017). Peer-facilitated support groups as a professional development tool for 
university interns. In 7th International BESSH Conference. Sydney, Australia: ISBN No. 978-969-
683-276-8.
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In February 2018, a Resilience Leadership Training was provided by Dr. 
Marilyn Roberts, Provost, Zayed University, for academic leaders and 
chairs who spent time together with other academic leaders up on top 
of Jebel Hafeet in Al Ain. They explored what it means to be resilient 
and learned the importance of resilience for leaders.

In February 2018, ZU hosted a joint workshop with the 
National Qualifications Authority (NQA) on developing applied 
and vocational qualifications for the UAE. Representing the 
College of Education were Dr. Sadiq Midraj, Dr. Fatima Bailey 
and Dr. Zeina Hojeij. Attendees were introduced to the 
process to develop national vocational qualifications based on 
national occupational standards (NOS). A NOS is an industry-
determined specification of performance which sets out the 
skills, knowledge and competencies required by individuals to 
perform effectively in a particular occupation. In small groups, 
attendees collaborated and drafted a functional analysis for an 
occupation and developed part of a NOS for this occupation. 
Attendees were also introduced to recent developments in the 
National Qualifications Framework for the UAE, the QFEmirate

NATIONAL QUALIFICATIONS AUTHORITY WORKSHOP

Dr. Jason Johnson, Associate Professor, COLLEGE OF EDUCATION and Dr. Linda Smail, Co-Chair 
and Associate Professor of the Department of Mathematics and Statistics at Zayed University, 
provided a teacher workshop at the Middle East Maths Teachers Conference in February 2018 in 
Dubai, UAE. The workshop introduced teachers to ethnomathematics. Teachers participated 
in several ethnomathematics activities. Teachers were also provided many resources to 
implement ethnomathematics in their classroom. 

MATH FUN WITH TEXAS INSTRUMENTS

In May 2018, Dr. Jason Johnson provided a Texas Instruments workshop at Victoria International 
School in Sharjah (VISS). The workshop provided teachers with effective strategies to allow 
students opportunities to explore technology to make sense of mathematics. Teachers were 
introduced to the TI-Nspire CX graphing calculator and TI-Nspire CX Teacher Software. The 
workshop consisted of activities ranging from middle grades to secondary level mathematics. 

WORKSHOPS, PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT AND 
TRAINING SESSIONS

LET’S GET EXCITED ABOUT ETHNOMATHEMATICS



LET’S GET EXCITED ABOUT ETHNOMATHEMATICS

In March 2018, Dr. Zeina Hojeij hosted Dr. Fatima Al Braiki, 
Emirati children’s author and owner of Sama Publishing House, 
in APL 386 Children’s Literature class in Dubai. Dr. Al Braiki 
gave a 3-hour workshop on “Creative Arabic Story Writing” at 
the CRC Dubai. The workshop covered creative techniques of 
pre-writing Arabic stories for children, Arabic story characters, 
the plot, the language, the text, the description, the dialogue, 
the context and the excitement factors. The workshop was 
well-received by APL 386 students who are expected to write 
original storybooks as part of their course assessment.

In March 2018, College of Education faculty, students and alumni attended the first Horouf Reggio Emilia 
Conference, in Sharjah, organised by Horouf, a subsidiary of Kalimat Group. Prominent professionals 
included the Italian Reggio Children Centre, Claudia Giudici, President of Reggio Children, and Professor 
at the University of Modena and Marina Costagnette, a veteran Reggio teacher, and co-author of several 
educational books. For three days, Early Childhood professionals, academics, and educators were 
prompted to rethink ECE curriculum, pedagogical approaches and developmentally appropriate practices. 
Presenters stressed listening to children, and encouraging play so that children can discover meaning and 
understanding, through wonder and curiosity. Participants noted the emphasis placed on adults learning 
how to “teach with children, not at children”. College faculty, students and alumni experienced the Reggio 
Emilia approach, through a hands-on, play oriented and multi-sensory based workshop with a specialist, 
referred to as the “Atelierista” in a studio space called the “Atelier”. On behalf of Zayed University, Dean 
Rana Tamim accepted a Sponsor’s Award.

CREATIVE ARABIC STORY WRITING WORKSHOPS

HOROUF REGGIO EMILIA CONFERENCE



In April 2018, Dr. Qais Almeqdad, Dr. Fatima Bailey, 
and Dr. Mariam Al Hashmi represented Zayed 
University, as they attended this workshop, an 
initiative of the Abu Dhabi Executive Office Early 
Childhood Sector Committee. The workshop was 
offered in partnership with the Salama bint Hamdan Al 
Nahyan Foundation and the World Bank. Government 
officials, researchers, and financial donors, focused 
on strengthening the local evidence base for early 
childhood education programming in the MENA 
region. Delegates from nine countries including 
Algeria, Egypt, Jordan, Lebanon, Morocco, Oman, 
Saudi Arabia, Tunisia, and the United Arab Emirates 

attended. Participants 
were responsible for the 
planning, oversight, and 
evaluation of preschool 
programs in their home 
countries. Delegations 
were matched with a 
researcher to jointly 
develop an evaluation 
proposal of its ECE system. 
Proposals were then 
presented.

IMPACT EVALUATION AND MEASUREMENT OF 
EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION, MENA

EFFECTIVE STRATEGIES AND THE IMPLEMENTATION 
OF ETHNOMATHEMATICS IN BANGLADESH
Dr. Jason Johnson, Associate Professor, traveled 
and provided workshops to faculty and students 
at both Charkanai High School and Charkanai 
Primary School in Chittagon, Bangladesh in January 
2018. All of the workshops provided were hands-
on educational opportunities involving effective 
technology strategies and the implementation of 
ethnomathematics.



LANGUAGE LEARNING IN JAPAN

PEPPERDINE UNIVERSITY DOCTORAL STUDENTS’

In April, Associate Dean Kay Gallagher presented a paper at the 2018 Asian Conference on Language 
Learning (ACLL) at the Arts Centre, Kobe, Japan. Organized by the International Academic Forum (IAFOR). 
The conference brought 140 delegates from around the world together in Kobe to consider the theme 
of Surviving and Thriving: Education in Times of Change. The conference title reflects the inherent 
vulnerabilities in educational systems and in individual students and teachers, on the one hand, and on the 
other hand, the resilience needed to not only survive, but also to thrive. The conference chair’s opening 
address highlighted IAFOR’S mission to promote international, intercultural, and interdisciplinary research.

The College of Education was pleased to welcome 
a delegation from Pepperdine University which 
was visiting the UAE during March 2018. The 
delegation of Educational Technology Doctoral 
students was led by Dr. Paul Sparks, Director of MA 
in Learning Technologies at Pepperdine University. 
A meeting between the delegation and ZU faculty 
members was held on the Dubai campus with the 
objective of enabling the Pepperdine University 
delegation to better understand the UAE’s teaching 
and learning context, especially with regards to 
educational technology.  The discussion focused 
on how Zayed University uses contemporary 
technologies to support students’ learning.  Dean 
Rana Tamim highlighted Zayed University’s various 
educational technology projects; Dr. Jenny Eppard 
and Dr. Zeina Hojeij described two different flipped 
learning projects; Mr. Wayne Jones explained how 

the Academic Bridge Program uses both online 
learning and Apps for language development; and Mr 
David Kerr demonstrated how the PALs program 
uses online tools to tutor students throughout the 
university.  Another purpose for the visit was to 
determine how members from both universities 
can collaborate on research and/or creative work 
projects. Members from the Pepperdine University 
group are working on several related activities 
such as consulting with the California Ministry of 
Education on a K-12 computer science curriculum, 
developing online tools to support students learning 
at Pepperdine and finally conducting meta-analysis 
research on educational technology. Hopefully, 
this meeting will lead to collaboration that is 
beneficial to both universities furthering their 
desire to incorporate educational technologies in a 
meaningful manner as teaching/learning tools.  



Classroom Management Guest 
Speaker
In April 2018, Ms. Ayesha Alazazi was hosted in the 
EDC 321 Classroom Management class to speak 

about issues around Maintaining Appropriate Student 
Behavior. Ms. Ayesha had a successful internship 
experience last semester. Upon graduating, she has 
been working as a volunteer in a private school in 
Abu Dhabi. During this session, she shared challenges 
and the successes that she experienced during her 
internship in relation to classroom management. She 
shared the most important lessons that she learned 
around maintaining appropriate student behavior in 
primary schools. Ms. Ayesha shared tips on embracing 
the internship and on her teaching experience with a 
positive attitude, perceiving changes and challenges 
as opportunities to learning, cooperating with the 
mentor teacher, and asking a lot of questions. Students 
learned that establishing routines and procedures 
is important but being consistent in implementing 
these throughout the year is crucial for maintaining a 
conducive learning environment.

In May 2018, Ms. Metha Tahlak was hosted in the EDC 
390, Practicum II Field Experience class, to share her 
experiences as a former teacher candidate in Dubai. 
Ms. Metha noted that as a student in the teacher 
preparation program, she experienced a successful 
internship and overall positive experience. She 
developed skills, content knowledge and confidence. 
Ms. Metha shared a range of tips with students 
about time management, professional dispositions, 
collaborating with mentor teachers around lesson 
planning, classroom management, getting support 
from faculty supervisors, differentiation of instruction to support early childhood student learning and 
the importance of making a commitment towards self-excellence. Teacher candidates asked questions and 
shared their insights as well.

Dr. Jase Moussa-Inaty, Assistant Dean for Students, 
participated in the Abu Dhabi international book fair 
2018 at the “Coffee with an Expert” session. Along 
with other professionals, Dr. Jase discussed ideas 
about preparing parents, sleep habits, eating habits, 
teaching empathy and managing the use of technology. 
Several College of Education faculty members joined 
in on the discussions.

SPECIAL HIGHLIGHTS, EVENTS AND 
ANNOUNCEMENTS

A DAY IN THE LIFE OF A TEACHER CANDIDATE

ABU DHABI INTERNATIONAL 
BOOK FAIR 2018



VISITORS FROM FREE UNIVERSITY OF BOLZANO 

The College of Education hosted Professor Liliana Dozza, former Dean of the Faculty of Education, and 
Professor Antonella Coppi from the Free University of Bolzano in Italy. They visited with Dr. Asia Foster, Dr. 
Gloysis Mayers, Ms. Alia and other ECLC teachers and staff at the ECLC in Dubai, for a tour of the center 
and campus. They also visited with Dr. Anna Dillion, who highlighted the range of current research projects 
ongoing at the ECLC, and ECLC teachers enjoyed this time learning about the teacher education system 
in northern Italy. It was really interesting to hear about their programs being offered in three languages - 
German, Italian, and the minority language in that region, Ladin.  

At the start of the Spring semester, the College of 
Education hosted Professor David Hung, Associate 
Dean for Educational Research at Singapore’s 
National Institute of Education, for a discussion 
about current developments in educational 
research. Organized by College of Education’s 
Associate Dean Kay Gallagher, the dialogue with 
Professor Hung centered on the work of NIE around 
teacher learning and other related elements in 
the reconceptualization of teaching in Singapore, 
and how the NIE experience might inform the 
educational system in the UAE. Professor Hung noted 

how all educational policy in Singapore is guided 
by local research conducted by NIE, and outlined 
recent trends in educational research in Singapore. 
The College of Education wishes to thank Dr. Ieda 
Santos, Chair of Research and Graduate Programs 
at Emirates College for Advanced Education, for 
facilitating this meeting with the College on the Abu 
Dhabi campus. The meeting concluded by noting 
that more inter-institutional collaboration around 
educational research will be beneficial for all in the 
UAE.

DIALOGUE AND DISCUSSION: 
Reconceptualizing Teaching in Singapore

The College of Education congratulates Dr. Anna Dillon who was awarded Fellow of the UK Higher Education 
Academy in January 2018. The award was made through CEI’s Innovative Teaching Program. The application 
was peer and externally reviewed through the program and was assessed to have met the international 
standards. The recognition means her application demonstrated a broad understanding of effective 
approaches to teaching and learning, and showed an understanding of key contributions to high quality 
student learning in the ZU context. If you are interested in finding out more about the CEI’s Innovative 
Teaching Program and the Higher Education Academy, contact CJ Davidson in the CEI (CJ.Davison@zu.ac.
ae). Please contact Dr. Anna Dillion about the process of becoming a HEA Fellow, or Dr. Kay Gallagher about 
the HEA Senior Fellowship, which she was awarded last year through CEI. 

SPECIAL RECOGNITION AND AWARDS              



ROBOTS AS LEARNING TOOLS, NOT TEACHERS
In February 2018, Dr. Omar Mubin from Western Sydney University, Australia, 
presented a session on the uses of robots in education. The session was titled 
“Robots as Tools, not as Teachers”. Around 50 students from the undergraduate 
and graduate programs joined the session, as well as professors from the 
College of Education and the College of Innovative Technology and school 
practitioners. The lecturer discussed the attributes of a social robot, the 

different uses of robots in education, robot types 
and roles, and the cultural considerations around 
the use of robots in schools. This was followed by 
a question and answer session and a demo of a 
humanoid robot that was featured at the session. 
More on Dr. Omar’s research and work on this 
topic can be viewed via the following link http://
theconversation.com/robots-likely-to-be-used-
in-classrooms-as-learning-tools-not-teachers-66681

In May 2018, the College of Education hosted its 
annual end of year celebration for students who 
completed their internship. In attendance were 
internship students (teacher candidates), along 
with college faculty supervisors and administrators. 
Dean Rana Tamim offered parting words of wisdom. 

In Dubai, Dr. Gloysis Mayers awarded teacher 
candidates with certificates of achievement to note 
their accomplishment. She also bade them farewell. 
A cake cutting ceremony and reception followed. 
We are very pleased with our interns for a job well 
done!

END OF YEAR CELEBRATION
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