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Introduction 
 

This report discusses the achievement of graduate program learning outcomes (GPLOs) 

for two courses in the Master of Education in Educational Leadership program. The 

period covered is Fall 2013. The assessed courses were EDC 650 The Science of 

Cognition and Learning, and EDC 655 Social, Community, and Family Contexts in 

Education. 

 

 

GPLO Assessed  

The program will prepare school leaders who understand and are able to: 

Apply current, credible learning theory and approaches to assessment, to inform 

curriculum and program evaluation  

Assessment Method & Point 

Critical Literature Review 

 

Students in EDC 650 conducted a critical review of current literature on a proposed topic 

(with instructor’s approval).The first part of the literature review demonstrated an 

argument put forth by the student. The second part of the literature review proposed 

(based  on the argument) and included the research questions, hypotheses, methods, 

designs and implications (may be further developed into their leadership project/thesis). 

The full cohort of 21 students completed this task 

 

Target 

 

The target was 90% of graduates at Accomplished level. 

The requirements for Accomplished were listed on the assessment rubric for the task. 

Findings & Analysis 

 
 

 

The target of 90% at accomplished was not met for this MALO. There are two 

possibilities for this; either the target was too high or the task was too difficult. 

Graduates reached the highest levels in the content-related indicators and had the 

lowest accomplishment in clarity of language expression. This indicates a need for 

greater language support. Given that most of the graduates are second language 

learners for English a target of 80% may be more realistic for a writing assignment, but 
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also that a greater focus for the target should be element of the assignment that looks at 

their ability to apply current, credible learning theory and approaches to assessment to 

inform curriculum and program evaluation. 

 

Communication & Dissemination of Results 

Findings were discussed by the Dean, faculty course teacher and the COE director of 

Graduate programs. Results were also disseminated in the COE annual report. 

 

Actions & Follow up 
 

Since this course was completed the Office of Graduate Studies has introduced a 

voluntary language support program for graduates. The course teacher provided specific 

and detailed feedback to individual students who had the most difficulty. Exemplars of 

high quality reports will be provided for future tasks. A target of 80% may be more 

realistic for the next course iteration. 

 

 

 

 

 

GPLO Assessed  
The program will prepare school leaders who understand and are able to: 

explain principles and practice community leadership, effective communication, 

interpersonal relationships, and public relations; 

Assessment Method & Point 

 

In Class presentation 

Partnership Proposal In EDC 655, use key concepts and knowledge about successful 

partnerships and partnership models to develop a proposal for an educational 

partnership. Devise a plan to create a new partnership program or to improve an 

existing partnership. Consider potential partners, their roles, barriers, activities, and 

ways to assess the value/outcome of the partnership. Include visuals to summarize the 

project. Present the project to your peers. The full cohort of 22 students completed this 

task 

 

Target 

 

The target was 90% of graduates at Accomplished level . 

The requirements for Accomplished were listed on the assessment rubric for the task. 

Findings & Analysis 
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Findings :  The  analysis shows that 80% of the students have obtained an overall score 

of 4 on the rubric indicator in all categories. This category is Exemplary which is above 

the expected target of Accomplished (3). In the categories of Partnership structure, 

Social context and quality of writing all students exceeded the target but results were 

more varied across the other indicators. Except for the category of Research References 

where 3 students scored below the target it was reached overall and exceeded by many 

of the group. 

 

Communication & Dissemination of Results 
Findings were discussed by the Dean, faculty course teacher and the COE director of 

Graduate programs. Results were also disseminated in the COE annual report. 

 

Actions & Follow up 
 

The results indicate that this assessment task is achieving its purpose for the course. 

More exemplars will be provided for research references but the basic task will be used 

again in the next iteration of the course. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Organization & 
Content, 65% 

Partnership 
Structure, 100% 

Social Context, 
100% 

Appropriateness of 
Strategies, 65% 

Research 
References, 48% 

Quality of Writing, 
83% 

Quality of 
Presentation, 100% 

Overall, 80% 

% of students rated at or above target  for Lead 
Community  GPLO 2012-13  

Abu Dhabi Campus n=23 
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