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Parallel Sessions (Virtual Rooms 1,2,3,4,5)
Keynote Sessions (Virtual Room 6)

From 10:00am to 02:00pm (UAE time)
From 02:00pm to 03:30pm (UAE time)

Please refer to the main program for

e the links for the virtual rooms

e the local time in your country

KEYNOTE SPEAKERS

From 02:00pm to 03:30pm

Professor Tammy Gregersen
University of Sharjah, UAE

Maintaining Emotional Wellbeing
while Mastering Remote Education

Professor Justin Thomas
Zayed University, UAE

Mindfulness, Compassion, Creativity
and the Classroom
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10:00am — 10:25am

Virtual Room
1

10:00-10:25

Students’ Educational Awareness: What we need to achieve for successful remote education
Salwa Alrais, UAE

In 2020, with the COVID 19 pandemic, educational institutions began to work remotely and used online
platforms to process their services. Increasing students’ educational awareness is necessary to achieve
successful academic experiences during this critical time. Students and teachers seemed to have difficulties
with adapting to remote education; therefore, spreading awareness on adaptability skills is necessary to
help them overcome the challenges they encounter in remote teaching/learning. Lack of creativity in using
online education methods is also another issue widely faced. This presentation will introduce ideas on how
educators can improve their learners’ awareness to enhance the performance and creativity skills, which
can eventually achieve successful and effective remote education.

Virtual Room
2

10:00-10:25

Intercultural Exchange Projects in the Twenty-First Century: Points to Ponder
Suhair Al-Alami, UAE

In a global world of digital communication, one studies and works alongside individuals from varied cultural
backgrounds. What is more, many jobs require e-communication amongst people, both synchronously and
asynchronously. Stressing the importance of these two points, the presenter has been involved in
intercultural exchange projects since the Fall Semester of 2013-2014. Intercultural exchange projects are
technology-enabled, requiring the engagement of students in online communication with peers from
partner classes in geographically distant and culturally different countries. There are two intercultural
exchange projects in which the presenter has engaged since Fall Semester 2013-2014. The first project
involved the university where the presenter works and a partner university in Germany, and the second
project involved the presenter’s university and a partner university in the United States of America. The
presenter will portray the two projects highlighting aims; implementation; procedures; and assessment.

Virtual Room
3

10:00 -10:25

Digital Portfolio through ClassDojo
Banani Roy Chowdhury, UAE

Digital portfolio through ClassDojo assists students to upload photos, videos, and journal entries and share
their work with both parents and teachers. It helps young learners demonstrate their talent and creativity.
Teachers use it to assign projects directly to students’ devices to which they respond. The point system in
ClassDojo encourages learners to update their academic activities on time. Parents can view their child’s
progress and leave positive comments. Primary and middle school teachers usually use ClassDojo, but this
presentation will show how the ClassDojo portfolio aids in enhancing ‘High School’ students’ imagination
and help them be more resourceful.
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The presenter will explain how class dojo enables teachers to track attendance, record students’ behaviour,
and communicate with parents. Participants will see how the ClassDojo portfolio helps develop student
creativity and self-confidence and how this educational technology communication app (and website)
contributes to positive classroom culture.

Virtual Room
4

10:00-10:25

Peer tutoring and its impact as a supplemental resource to language instruction
Gerry Gibson, UAE

Future bachelor students who require an English pre-requisite to enter their chosen major need
supplemental resources outside of class time in order to meet this entry requirement. Online resources
that teachers point students towards are plentiful these days, so one could argue that students have
everything they need at their fingertips in terms of reaching the required level of English. What these
resources don't offer, for the most part, is one-on-one instruction. Peer tutoring via a college academic
success program has proven to stoke the fire that is student motivation. This will assist them to engage in
the necessary supplemental study outside the classroom that they can rely on to help them get through
the English pre-requisite. This presentation will serve to demonstrate how effective peer tutoring works to
bring engage these students in learning outside the classroom which, hopefully, results in improved
performance and language acquisition.

Virtual Room
5

10:00-10:25

The Impact of Using iPads in Grade One English Language Reading Class
Ashraf Alrassoul, UAE

This presentation introduces a study on the impact of iPad on online education. An experimental study was
designed and carried out in the UAE to examine the impact of using iPads in English language reading
classes on Grade One students. The study used three instruments: Students’ questionnaire, interviews, and
observation. The results revealed remarkable improvement in motivation and student engagement. While
there was a small statistical difference in students' results in favour of an iPad-class, there was a significant
change in both teachers’ and the school administration’s attitude with iPad integration in teaching
language reading skills. They also reported their belief about the need for teachers to expand the use of
iPad in language classrooms.
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10:30am — 10:55am

Virtual Room
1

10:30 -10:55

sy e alail) B K w |l i) ddeld
3aaiall 4y ) i aY) <Rehab Elshafe

Canall () alailly () saigall 5 () salaall (s Cam €19 28 5 Anila Caanas alail) 5 bl uldld 83 58 < s allall g
o 55 (3 agtt Liagl 5 s a3 (pad A yall 038 3 Bl il ae candi 3l Apaall (3 k) 5l oo
Glo 388 A Al oda Qs Al Cdld Ay | sl jall agad 8 el DUl JSI Saaia g o pas IS e slaall
Al i) il 55 Agleldy Ca el ) cidon N (K-W-L) e sl Jalal &l jlgall 5 aanliall dpais

Alall (e U Jeadl) 8 Gl 5l el s camy e ardadll 8 Apn) i) aladin ¢ g SV cilipdaill (any cihi
(i sana ) JULY! and s (J5Y) st — kgl 3l 8 Al b s (2020-2019) (ol )
hatin) Aiaaly duag Ll ol s by Ay il de sesall (O giae 8 Lei il Caaia gl
Leale Clalaall oy )iy dantl iuY)

Virtual Room
2

10:30 -10:55

Tips and Activities for an Interesting Online Class
Hedieh Najafi & Winona Smith, UAE

Have you struggled with how to make your on-line classes more interesting? More interactive?
Although these are familiar challenges for instructors, they are even more challenging when conducting
online classes. As the instructors are not able to see students, they are not able to receive any immediate
feedback from the students. Therefore, a need for online strategies that would emulate a physical class
would be very relevant.

This presentation will offer some tips and activities for gaining and keeping the students’ interest, making
the class more interactive, and also encouraging respect and positive behaviour when online. We will
endeavour to make this an interactive session, so come prepared to participate.

Virtual Room
3

10:30-10:55

Self-Care for Teachers During a Global Pandemic
Lynnette Harper, UAE

Neuroscience has shown that humans cannot access the creative and curious parts of their brain when
under enormous, or extended, duress (Van der Kolk, 2015). So, how can we help our students access a
sense of safety, while we ourselves may be feeling overwhelmed and stressed during this worldwide
pandemic? How do we cultivate an online classroom that can support both the needs of the students and
ourselves, without adding more stress?

We will explore how trauma affects the learning brain and learn how to easefully implement micro-changes
to support the classroom social-emotional health, while tending to your own experience.
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Virtual Room
4

10:30-10:55

Using Nearpod to Make Reading Fun
Toni McLaughlan, UAE

In the classroom, monitoring students’ reading and literacy activities is facilitated by instructors’ ability to
interact with students and gauge their progress on the spot. However, in a virtual context, teaching reading
can be much more of an uphill battle. Nearpod can change this.

Using Nearpod makes reading engaging and interactive, even in remote environments. It allows for
simplified methods of distributing reading materials, and its assortment of activities and games can be used
in different ways to keep lessons varied and fun. Additionally, students’ progress is tracked in real time,
helping instructors to observe student activity and work, instantly, throughout a lesson. In this
presentation, you will learn how each of Nearpod’s exciting features can be used to specifically facilitate
the development of engaging and interactive reading lessons like never before.

Virtual Room
5

10:30-10:55

Blended Learning Approach in UAE Higher Education: A Selected Annotated Bibliography
Olga Samsonova, UAE

In the present time, the required value of education can be achieved only by changing the parameters
related to technology use and transforming a classroom into a student-centred one that meets different
students' needs and learning styles. The blended learning (BL) approach to learning has been the object of
various studies in the last two decades as a way to achieve the required results. Many higher educational
institutes started to prefer BL over traditional teaching, and the UAE universities are not exceptions. There
has been an increased recognition of the fact that more attention needs to be paid to this area. Hence, this
presentation aims to find out and describe the primary outcomes of the BL approach research in this
country. Emergent themes from the UAE studies include 1) students' and instructors' technology readiness
and their attitudes towards E-learning; 2) students' and instructors' views and experiences with BL
approach; 3) BL tools and technologies (mobile learning and social-networking sites); 4) BL resources
(Blackboard Learn, video content, online discussions, and Google Docs); 5) impact of BL. Twenty studies
have been used for this review. The primary audience are is BL researchers.
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11:00am - 11:25am

Virtual Room
1

11:00-11:25
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Virtual Room
2

11:00-11:25

A biological perspective on Emirati female students’ experiences of virtual learning communities of
inquiry
Aysha AlShamsi, UAE

COVID-19 pandemic has reshaped the landscape of education across the world by forcing educational
institutions to suddenly shift to virtual learning. Drawing on Community of Inquiry (Col) theoretical
framework, and ecological perspective, this research aimed to explore the virtual learning experiences of
Emirati female college students, and challenges they faced during the sudden shift to virtual learning.
Research design is guided by a phenomenological approach with a critical lens to qualitative inquiry.
Participants include female college students who spent two and a half months learning virtually (N=350)
completed an open-ended questionnaire to explain the challenges associated with virtual learning, and ten
semi-structured interviews were conducted to explore the influence of cognitive, social and teaching
presence on the students’ perceptions. Thematic analysis was done by using NVIVO12. The results focus
on understanding the virtual learning communities of inquiry, challenges, and success of adopting with the
virtual learning environments in the context of the United Arab Emirates (UAE). Study findings revealed
that students had a high perception of the Col three presences and were aware of the importance of each
one during online learning. Results also yielded a clear relationship between cognitive and teaching
presence, and cognitive and social presence. Deploying online teaching and learning strategies combined
with appropriate pedagogical approaches could support the interactivity of these presences with a focus
on the challenges that are faced by the students.
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Virtual Room
3

11:00-11:25

Using a Loop Input Approach for Remote teacher Education
Jennifer Law, UAE

Teacher professional development and effective classroom learning, whether remote or face-to-face, go
hand in hand. Given the unprecedented challenges that education is currently facing, it is vitally important
that we find effective ways to provide input and support to our ELT professionals.
Some years ago, Tessa Woodward, a leading light in teacher education, introduced us to the concept of
loop input — ‘a specific type of experiential teacher-training process that involves an alignment of the
process and content learning’ (Woodward, 2003, p. 301). A simple example of loop input would be that
participants take part in a running dictation activity, where the text they engage with provides information
about running dictation. Research indicates that this form of experiential learning engages participants at
a deeper sensory level. Given the complexities of teaching our learners online, what better way to upskill
our teachers than through an online loop input approach.

Virtual Room
4

11:00-11:25

Repair Strategies in the L2 Classroom: Insights from Interactional Research for Online Teaching
Ali Shehadeh, UAE

The predominance of self-repair over other-repair has been confirmed by studies of native speaker-native
speaker (NS-NS), native-speaker-non-native speaker (NS-NNS) and non-native speaker-non-native speaker
(NNS-NNS) interactions, both in educational and in natural settings (e.g., Gaskill, 1980; Izumi, 2000, 2002;
Schegloff, Jefferson, & Sacks, 1977; Shehadeh 1999, 2001). Based on strong empirical evidence from L2
interaction studies, it will be illustrated in this presentation that self-initiated self-completed repairs are
both quantitatively and qualitatively more important for L2 learning than other types of repair.
Quantitatively, they are more frequent and are highly privileged over other types of repair. Qualitatively,
they promote both the processes of internal noticing the target language (TL) form, and noticing the
mismatches between the learner’s interlanguage (IL) form and the TL form, which are important
requirements for successful L2 learning. The presenter will illustrate and demonstrate, with real examples,
ways in which the classroom teacher can utilize the various repair strategies; in particular, students’ self-
initiated self-completed repairs, in his/her teaching situation. Specific recommendations will be made for
encouraging self-initiated, self-completed repair in the virtual, online teaching and learning environment
during the COVID-19 pandemic spread and after.

Virtual Room
5

11:00-11:25

Using Lexical, Contextual & Grammar Markers in Learning Vocabulary
Huda Jamal, UAE

This presentation highlights, with examples, two approaches in learning vocabulary in online classes in
order to enhance students’ comprehension and help them score higher grades. My examples will include
words from the (A2-B1+) CEFR levels taught in the English Communication courses at Abu Dhabi Women's
College. Through these examples | will illustrate: First, how using lexical markers as synonyms, word
families and signal words can expand students’ vocabulary repository. | will also show case some examples
on teaching vocabulary in context as an essential component in learning vocabulary. Then, | will prove the
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importance of knowing the grammar of the learned word. Identifying the part of speech of a word helps
students use the word correctly in their writing and tests. Finally, | shall provide some grammar strategies
that can help students score higher grades in their tests.

11:30-11:55 BREAK
12:00pm - 12:25pm
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Virtual Common Ground Scholar: The learning platform of the future, here and now
Room 2 Corne Lotter, UAE
12:00- 12:25 | CGScholar was developed by the University of Illinois by combining collaborative learning, big data, and a
ubiquitous learning design. | would like to share my experience using this platform with the members of
ALLT. This platform is not used in the Middle East currently and | believe scholars will be interested in the
design and functionality. CGScholar is promoted as “A next-generation Learning Ecosystem” which is driven
by the principle that users are knowledge producers just as much as they are knowledge consumers. Using
CGScholar as a learning platform feels like Facebook combined with a work portfolio. Using big data,
CGScholar offers a comprehensive analytics function which | found extremely motivating. Everything in
CGScholar is assessed, including knowledge, focus and collaborating with peers. The result of using
CGScholar is social knowledge “creating a place for systematic engagement that produces new artifacts of
knowledge and culture” (Cope & Kalantzis, 2013, p. 335).
Virtual Understanding our students’ attendance online
Room 3 John Cargill, UAE
12:00- 12:25 | How do we understand the requirements of students we have never met, have never seen online, or who

do not attend classes regularly or on time? | will present some possible aides and activities which will make
our students more accessible and connected to what we are trying to achieve.

) :

Ldadl A Si il oyl a_Jljao ol o
HIGHER COLLEGES OF TECHNOLOGY ZAYED UNIVERSITY




.\2/ Ol G350 drdecazll o2 U] ‘
o) & APPLIED LINGUISTICS ‘
QS & LANGUAGE TEACHING ‘\\\\
AL Making the Impossible Possible: Mastering the Future ol oudl

of Remote Education THE EMIRATES

Saturday 28 November 2020

FALL 2020 ACADEMIC FORUM Yo¥ . ciy Al paslsy) sl

Based on classroom participation, achievement, and attendance, while others refer to our assessments,
daily and weekly tasks, advising, as well as on-campus interaction.

Overall, | believe we can build up a comprehensive understanding with our students during each online
semester.

Virtual
Room 4

12:00-12:25

English as a Foreign Language: Learning Students’ Perceptions of Blended Learning in University
Institutions
Ghadah Al Murshidi, UAE

This study aims to review EFL students’ perceptions of blended learning on various aspects in the learning
process. The study seeks to answer the question as to whether there is any correlation among students’
derived independent variable and their perception with respect to the merits and demerits of online
blended learning. The Q-methodology was used whereby the questionnaire method was applied and data
collection was supported by the Q-Sort data collection model, which involved 251 learners who voluntarily
presented themselves for Q-Method procedural participation and learning at third and fourth grade of
English Language Teaching at the university identified within the United Arab Emirates. The results showed
no statistical difference in means for students’ perceptions towards blended learning at significant level
0.05. This confirms a higher degree of acceptance for blended learning versus the old class mode of
learning. The study, therefore, concludes that individual student success was highly increased in blended
learning encounters as compared to either complete online or wholly face-to-face learning encounters.
Online blended learning has been seen to optimize maximum benefits of old teaching methods and access
to online learning materials.

Virtual
Room 5

12:00- 12:25

“You can’t pass if you talk like that!” Shedding Light on Error Modification Strategies of Emirati learners
of English
Basma Abri, Sana Al Maktoum & Bernadette Guirguis, UAE

The abrupt shift into online learning forced teachers to re-design many — if not all — of their teaching
strategies. This includes the design of communicative language tests and how to practice for those tests.
The purpose of this study is to shed light on student performance in online speaking practice sessions,
particularly on how students modify their speaking to be able to respond to a discussion question. The
dialogues are from an online English language class at a higher education institution in the UAE, in which
learners at the CEFR A2 and A2+ level partook in a 5-minute interview. Our study focused on students’
communicative errors - particularly on errors with no modification, modified output, reaction to outcome
and negotiation of meaning, as well as responses to the teacher’s implicit or explicit feedback.
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12:30-12:55

Virtual Room
1

12:30-12:55
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Virtual
Room 2

12:30-12:55

Tools for Communication and Community Building in the Online Class
Mariam Hariri, UAE

Communication is an essential factor for student achievement in the online class. Instructors’ appropriate
and effective communication with their students in their online courses helps build a sense of community
that makes students feel connected to their instructors and their peers. Researchers have found that when
instructors use communication tools in online courses, student motivation and participation increase.
Several tools are available to help instructors increase the effectiveness of communication and connection
with students and make their online classes more interactive. This presentation will focus on common easy-
to-use asynchronous communication tools integrated into the Blackboard Learning Management System
that can be used in the online class.

Virtual
Room 3

12:30-12:55

The Impact of Remote Learning Around the Globe: Mastering the Future of E-Learning
Mustabshira Siddiqui, KSA

Digitalisation, globalisation and online learning has turned the entire world into a global village.
It was not long ago when learning without being physically present in the boundaries of an educational
institution, i.e. remote learning, was condemned and deemed "ineffective".
However, the spread of the deadly COVID-19 virus has forced the students and teachers to adopt remote
learning, and revolutionised the learning process. Not only does remote education ensure better reach and
lifelong learning, it is also learner-oriented, flexible, convenient, economical, and saves a lot of time and
resources.

To make remote learning accessible and effective it must be provided to every individual via broadcasting
on television, radio, social media, YouTube, distributing informative books and attention-grabbing
pamphlets. Considering the benefits and freedom that come with it, it is safe to presume that remote
education has a bright future.

The presenter will discuss the future of remote education as a brighter prospect for students around the
world, and how to make this impossible divide an autonomous whole for the global, digital and technical

generation of the millennials.
\
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Virtual
Room 4

12:30-12:55

Online Assessment: Voices of Learners
Najah Obaid, Safa Al Othali & Maha Al Habbash, UAE

With the marvellous vicissitudes in the educational sector as a result of Covid19, the use of online
assessment has become more popular and widely adopted. Therefore, some fundamental issues of
assessment need to be reconceptualized in unconventional spaces. This study aimed at exploring the
nature of the online assessment from college students’ views. Considering the students’ perspectives can
help in detecting the promotors and obstacles of online assessment implementations. An exploratory
sequential mixed method design was employed where qualitative and quantitative means were used. The
qualitative phase featured semi-structured interviews followed by the quantitative phase through
structuring a self-report questionnaire. Results revealed that online assessment showed a kind of
adaptability and practicality. Issues related to test specifications were raised, which may create
opportunities for improvements. Some considerable recommendations will be introduced by the
researchers.

Virtual
Room 5

12:30-12:55

Transformation of EFL/ESL Pedagogy and Future Aspirations
Omer Salama ldris, KSA

Tectonic shifts in society and business occur when unexpected events force widespread experimentation
around a new idea. During World War Il, for instance, when American men went off to war, women proved
that they could perform men’s work and do it well too. Women never looked back after that. The
widespread effects of Covid-19 has forced all educational institutions to adopt a tectonic shift which is
virtual learning. It has been more than seven months since the shift started; as educators, we need to think
about the future of education in the middle of this pandemic and about the changes that may occur and
the aspirations to incorporate virtual learning as regular pedagogy. The presentation answers three
questions:

1. Can the shift to virtual learning affect the future of education?

2.  What training efforts are required for faculty and students to facilitate changes in mindsets and

behaviours?
3. Do students really need a four-year residential experience?

) 11
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Virtual
Room 2

01:00-01:25

Building Rapport in the Virtual Classroom
Zakaria Mahmoud, KSA

Building a good rapport with learners plays a vital role in developing a positive learning environment. For
a productive online learning community, teachers may need to know how they could engage learners and
keep them motivated. The ability to establish and maintain a good rapport with students is a powerful tool
to maintain students’ motivation. However, in virtual learning contexts, teachers may face some challenges
in building connections with learners. This is perhaps due to the nature of distance learning environment,
where teachers and students are scattered across regions. In this talk, | will introduce some strategies to
help teachers develop and maintain a positive rapport in the virtual classroom.

Virtual
Room 3

01:00-01:25

Making the Transition from Blended Learning to Fully Online: Reflections from Two Tertiary Level
Teaching Professionals
Lana Hiasat & Ghada Ali, UAE

When the world shut down during the pandemic in spring, two researchers collected reflective data from
two different divisions; Engineering and General Studies. Data was collected for eight weeks as soon as the
transition began in March 2020 when the researchers' tertiary institution moved to fully online. The weekly
reflections were carefully collected to document the journey and later analysed. As a result of this move
from blended to fully online teaching and learning, the researchers summarized their findings that were
applicable for two different programs and proposed six recommendations for effective online teaching in
higher education. In this session, the presenters will share their research approach based on Brian
Stanfield’s focused conversation method that was used as data collection instrument for collecting
reflections. The presenters will explain the six recommendations that resulted from this study that could
help guide tertiary institutions in their transformational journey of teaching and learning.
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Virtual
Room 4

01:00-01:25

Now that we are teaching students online ... how will we assess them?
Rania Jabr, Egypt

Educators need to assess students not only at the end of a course, but also at various points in a student’s
learning journey. In this session, attendees will be introduced to the role assessment plays in the journey
to language proficiency. Focus is on the needs of English language educators, as they need to be able to
assess learners using both formative and summative assessment tools online. Participants will go beyond
learning about the assessment tools needed to assess students based on their specific learning contexts,
as they will also be able to develop the ability to make use of assessment for learning and assessment as
learning tasks to evaluate student needs, progress, and abilities. They will learn about the innovative,
cutting-edge developments happening within English assessment, and how technology is transforming the
way assessment is delivered online.

Virtual
Room 5

01:00-01:25

The Influence of Implementing Google Meet on ESL Students during Covid-19
Yahya AlKhoudary, Gaza, Palestine

This presentation sheds light on the general consequences of Covid-19 outbreaks after Google Meet
adoption during closed schools and universities. Moreover, it inspects specifically the effectiveness of
psychological aspects on behaviour components among students. Various fears arose due to family
lockdown situation - fear of failure and losing social relationships. As a result, universities and colleges
devoted much efforts to formulate workshops, webinars and symposia on virtual teaching to find out
alternative strategies. Furthermore, the students’ fear emerged during the crisis when schools, colleges
and universities started carrying out distance learning. All in all, the goal of this presentation is to stimulate
novel investigations and theoretical perspectives to cope with emergency regulations. The presentation
concludes that preparing individuals, families, institutions all governmental and private sectors to
encounter future epidemics containing future emerging infectious disease and provide possible measures
to mitigate the consequences of pandemics on psychological health and education.
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Virtual
Room 1
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Virtual
Room 2

01:30-01:55

Redefining instruction in distance learning environment
Sarah Alkumihan, KSA

The year 2020 witnessed tremendous change in the field of education and the use of digital resources as
the world suddenly turned to distance learning.

What we are experiencing during the covid-19 epidemic, which is characterized by the expansion of
knowledge on sites and apps, the excessive use of the computer, and the expansion of the use of the
Internet, needs to be redefined.

This was reflected in all fields, especially education, so the sources of education multiplied, and students
were able to obtain information at any time, and from anywhere, through the information networks. We
need to take a moment to rethink our teaching as educators and refine our instruction in this distance
learning environment. During this presentation, | will share some tools and ideas to facilitate learning,
improve student performance, relate to students, and adopt and embrace new ways of doing things.

Virtual
Room 3

01:30-01:55

Reframing Professional Development to be effective, efficient, and global
Richard Nelson, UK

The knowledge, skills, and identity of the Higher Education professional are constantly challenged with a
demanding environment of teaching, research, administration, and pastoral care. It is more important than
ever for professors, lecturers, and administration staff to maintain their professional development in a
constantly changing environment. The importance of professional development has become more focused
as new skills are needed to meet the demands of teaching and learning during a pandemic.
Research has shown that often, professional development in HE is seen as expensive and not aligned to
organizational goals. Yet, professional development has high value during appraisals and is seen as a key
factor in staff success. In this presentation, Dr. Richard Nelson from Qaspir will share case studies and
examples of how Higher Education institutions have utilized a cost-effective community perspective to
reframe their approach to professional development to support their staff to cope with changing demands.
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Virtual
Room 4

01:30-01:55

International online communication with the IVEProject
Eric Hagley, Japan

The phrase "Global community" is used often but is experienced by few students studying EFL. The
International Virtual Exchange Project is changing that. Over the last 5 years some 20,000 students from 15
countries interacted with each other online via this project. These students now have a better idea of what
it means to communicate with people around the world - this experience puts them in good stead to be
confident in future international interactions. Students have authentic communication with students from
around the world. Employers will appreciate students with better international communicative
competence which this project develops. The project will be outlined and some results from research done
on participating students presented. The project is free-of-charge to participate in and you are welcome to
join in the next one.

Virtual
Room 5

01:30-01:55

The Impact of Google Classroom on Algerian Students’ Achievement
Athina Boukhelouf & Wafa Aggoun, Algeria

This study aims at examining the impact of Google Classroom on achievement in Research Methodology
exam among students of English as a Foreign Language (EFL) at the department of English at Batna 2
University, Algeria. Besides, itinquires into students’ evaluation of the online learning experience. To collect
the needed data, a quasi-experimental study was conducted and a qualitative questionnaire was
administered to the experimental subjects. The results obtained indicate that the experimental subjects
scored higher than their peers in the control group, although both groups received the same content.
Additionally, eighty per cent of the experimental participants reported that their online learning experience
was tremendously beneficial at different levels. On the other hand, twenty per cent of the experimental
subjects outlined various factors and challenges that hindered their virtual learning. These difficulties
should be extensively pondered to efficiently guarantee the effectiveness of the online -learning process.
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Virtual Room 6: Keynote Speakers

From 02:00 to 03:30pm

Tammy Gregerson
Maintaining Emotional Wellbeing while Mastering Remote Education
From 02:00 to 02:40

Abstract:

This presentation explores strategies for language teachers to maintain their well-being while dealing with the chaos of
Covid. It begins with highlighting the findings of a recent mixed methods international study of 756 language teachers
from across the world and their coping efficacy with the stresses and uplifts of the pandemic. From a quantitative
perspective, both approach and avoidance coping mechanisms will be discussed along with their emotional
repercussions. Using participants’ coded narrative data, evidence will be provided concerning the themes that emerged
concerning stressors, uplifts and language teachers’ advice to others. Based on this evidence, a series of emotional well-
being ideas will be presented that target socio-emotional competence, broadening and building positivity, emotional
self-regulation, defeating negativity biases, dealing with emotional labour and practicing self-compassion. Although
these wellbeing ideas will be contextualized in our current educational situation, the merit of teachers’ post-pandemic
self-care will also be discussed.

Bio:

Tammy Gregersen, a professor of TESOL at the American University of Sharjah in the United Arab Emirates, received her
MA in Education and PhD in Linguistics in Chile, where she also began her academic career. She is co-author, with Sarah
Mercer on the new Oxford title, Teacher Wellbeing (2020) and with Peter Maclntyre, on Capitalizing on Language Learner
Individuality and Optimizing Language Learners’ Nonverbal Communication in the Language Classroom. She is also a co-
editor with Peter and Sarah Mercer of Positive Psychology in SLA and Innovations in Language Teacher Education. She
has published extensively in peer-reviewed journals and contributed numerous chapters in applied linguistics
anthologies on individual differences, teacher education, language teaching methodology, positive psychology and
nonverbal communication in language classrooms. She is passionate about exploring other cultures and has enjoyed the
opportunities that participation in international conferences around the world and Fulbright scholar grants to Chile and
Costa Rica have provided.
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Justin Thomas, UAE
Mindfulness, Compassion, Creativity and the Classroom
From 02:40pm to 03:20pm

Abstract:

Mindfulness-based approaches to stress reduction have risen in prominence in recent decades, mostly due to the
empirical evidence-base supporting their efficacy. As a practice, mindfulness shines a light on habitual patterns of stress-
reactivity. Becoming more familiar with our automatic patterns of stress-reactivity provides a window of opportunity for
cultivating new and perhaps more creative ways of responding to unwanted or unpleasant events. In addition to creative
responding, mindfulness also aims to develop compassionate responding, a kindness extended to self and others. We
argue that the skills of the mindfulness practitioner and the mindfulness teacher are invaluable in pedagogic and broader
educational contexts. Beyond helping young people better manage their stress, such approaches are likely to result in
more engageable educators who embody many of the qualities we aim to cultivate in our students, such as compassion,
resilience, agility, flexibility, and creativity.

Bio:

Justin Thomas is Professor of Experimental Psychology and Chair of the Psychology Department at Zayed University. He
is a chartered health psychologist with the British Psychological Society and a graduate of the Mindfulness teacher
training pathway at the Center for Mindfulness Research and Practice in the UK. Justin has wide ranging research
interests that span cyberpsychology, culture and psychopathology. He is author of Psychological Well-being in the Gulf
States: The New Arabia Felix, and over 50 peer-reviewed journal articles. Justin also writes extensively for the media,
promoting the public understanding of psychology.

03:20-03:30 Final remarks and closing session
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LIST OF PRESENTERS

NAME Affiliation Country

Sl agd HolEl 2 Llal) Al LIS ¢ Jsaadand dhias daals Algeria
i8S e Llal) diatl) culi< UAE
Ali Shehadeh UAE University UAE
Ashraf Shawky Alrassoul British University in Dubai UAE

Athina Boukhelouf Batna 2 University Algeria
Aysha AlShamsi Higher Colleges of Technology UAE
Bahaa Eltahawy GEMS Wellington International UAE
Banani Roy Chowdhury Institute of Applied Technology UAE
Basma Abri UAE University UAE
Bernadette Guirguis UAE University UAE
Corne Lotter Higher Colleges of Technology UAE
Eric Hagley Hosei University Japan
Gerry Gibson Higher Colleges of Technology UAE
Ghada Ali Higher Colleges of Technology UAE
Ghadah Al Murshidi UAE University UAE
Hedieh Najafi Independent Education Consultant UAE
Huda Jamal Higher Colleges of Technology UAE
Jennifer Law Freelance Education Consultant UAE
John Cargill Higher Colleges of Technology UAE
Khadija Alhumaid Zayed University UAE
Lana Hiasat Higher Colleges of Technology UAE
Lynnette Harper Zayed University UAE
Maha Al Habbash UAE University UAE
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NAME Affiliation Country
Mariam Hariri Zayed University UAE
Mustabshira Siddiqui Taibah University KSA
Najah Obaid Al Mohammedi PhD Candidate/UAE University UAE
Olga Samsonova Higher Colleges of Technology UAE
Omer Salama Idris Saudi Petroleum Services Polytechnic KSA
Rania Jabr The American University in Cairo Egypt
Rehab Elshafey Ministry of Education UAE
Richard Nelson Qaspir UK
Sana Al Maktoum UAE University UAE
Safa Al Othali UAE University UAE
Salwa Alrais Zayed University UAE
Sarah Alkumihan English Teacher/Postgraduate Shagra University KSA
Suhair Al-Alami Al Ghurair University UAE
Toni McLaughlan Higher Colleges of Technology UAE
Wafa Aggoun Batna 2 University Algeria

Wedad Al Habshi Hamdan Bin Mohammed Smart University UAE
Winona Smith Independent Education Consultant UAE

Yahya AlKhoudary Gaza University Gaza Palestine
Zakaria Mahmoud Saudi Petroleum Services Polytechnic KSA
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