ALLT 2020 Fall Forum Brief – November 28th, 2020

The Applied Linguistics and Language Teaching team (ALLT) at Zayed University, in
collaboration with the Higher Colleges of Technology (HCT), hosted the ALLT 2020 Fall Forum
on Saturday, 28th November 2020. This was the second online forum that was conducted
virtually by ALLT through the Cisco Webex platform. Continuing with the spiked interest in
remote pedagogy in the academic circles, and in response to the global shift to online education
due to the Covid pandemic, the theme of the Fall 2020 forum was: ‘Making the Impossible
Possible: Mastering the Future of Remote Education’.
The forum provided an essential platform for shared experiences with remote linguistics and
language education. Presenters from all over the world, including the UAE, KSA, Egypt,
Palestine, Algeria, UK and Japan, readily participated and shared their expertise and
experiences with a very international body of attendees. 35 presentations were scheduled to run
in parallel sessions across 5 virtual rooms, from 10:00 am to 2:00 pm, with the distinguished
keynote speakers bringing the forum to a close at 3:30 pm. The keynote sessions, delivered by
Professor Justin Thomas from Zayed University, and Dr. Tammy Gregersen from the University
of Sharjah, both touched upon the very important aspects of mindfulness and emotional wellbeing for educators. Dr Justin’s talk was titled ‘Mindfulness, Compassion and Creativity and the
Classroom’ while Dr. Tammy spoke on ‘Maintaining Emotional Wellbeing While Mastering
Remote Education’.

Faculty from both ZU and the HCT volunteered their time and effort to assist with hosting and
moderation the online sessions once again for this virtual forum, resulting in a very professional
and organized event. Below is the list of the participatory team.
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Fall forum Organizers:
Wafa Zoghbor (ZU), Helene Demirci (HCT), Amal Habib (ZU).
Technical support:
Waldein Paul (ZU) Sherin Jacob (ZU), Sanal Maniyil (ZU).
Virtual Room Hosts:
Lama Mahmoud (ZU), Mariam Hariri (ZU), Izzeddin Asad (ZU), Javeria Khan (ZU), Heba Alkafri
(ZU), Wafa Zoghbor (ZU).
Main host – Wafa Zoghbor (ZU).
Session Moderators:
Khadija AlHumaid (ZU), Aimee Grange (ZU), Lana Hiasat (HCT), Leah Lane (HCT), Stephanie
Siam (ZU), Nekayla Oliver (ZU), Salah Darawsheh (ZU), Rima AlChaar (ZU), Amer Malbani
(ZU), Emad Mahafzah (ZU), Vasilia AlKhaldi (ZU), Hanar Atroshi (ZU), Wafa Zoghbor (ZU).
Editors and Reviewers:
Edith Flahive (HCT), Helene Demirci (HCT), Beidan Musa (ZU), Jingjing Qin (ZU), Jotsna Rajan
(ZU).
The ALLT organizing committee of the Fall 2020 Academic Forum would like to thank all the
hosts, moderators, editors, reviewers, technical staff, participants and attendees of the event for
their valuable contribution to its success.
The next ALLT event will be its main annual conference which will be taking place online during
March 19-20, 2021.

