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From the Dean

Our College of Communication and Media Sciences (CCMS) had a wonderfully productive Fall !"#$ %Semester. Before I summarize just a few of 
the many excellent outcomes from my first semester as Dean of CCMS, let me thank each and every member of the CCMS family for both their 
hard work and support they gave me throughout the semester.  We will continue to thrive as college because:

CCMS has some of the university’s most outstanding students! For instance, Integrated Strategic Communication major Marhinaz Saad won The 
National’s Future of Journalism Competition for her essay on the impact of Artificial Intelligence on journalism. 

CCMS has an amazing faculty and staff! Dr. Yulia Medvedeva’s doctoral dissertation included a paper published with her advisor won the Top 
Theory Paper Award given in !"#$ %by Communication Theory and Methodology Division of the Association for Education in Journalism and 
Mass Communication (AEJMC).  In addition to her paper, The effects of modality, English Language proficiency, and length of stay on 
immigrants’ learning from American news about politics, Dr. Yuia was also “hooded” as a Ph.D. in a special reception hosted at AEJMC by the 
University of Missouri School of Journalism. I had the pleasure of attending this reception and was honored to have this photograph taken with 
Yulia. 

 Dr. Noela Michael won the Outstanding Paper Award, !"#$ %Literati Awards from the International Journal of Culture, Tourism and Hospitality 
Research for her article, Push and pull escape travel motivations of Emirati nationals to Australia, co-authored with Charlotte Wien and Yvette 
Reisinger. 

Dr. Ganga Dhanesh, Assistant Dean for Research and Graduate Studies, solo-authored article in Public Relations Review (a strong Q١ journal) is 
included on PlumX Metrics’ “Top Social Media Articles”
of 2017/!"#$  with the most social media attention. Dr. Ganga’s accomplishment is featured on the University’s website: 
https://www.zu.ac.ae/main/en/at_zayed/!"#$ /trend-social.aspx.

Due to the wonderfully creative efforts from Noura, Siham, Hessa, Fatma, Jawaher, their families and others, CCMS (DXB) won the The 
Happiness and Wellbeing Council’s National Day decoration competition. The council selection of the two Dubai campus winners: College of 
Communication & Media Sciences (CCMS) and the Department of Campus Physical Development & Services (Business center) was based on 
the evaluations of our peers. 

CCMS hosts many successful events: 
• The research symposium, Reputation &'"%and the Communicative Organization on Oct !!%featured Drs. Jesper Falkheimer and Peggy
Bronn. 
• Ms. Alia Yunis co-organized a great conference, Film and Visual Media in the Gulf at New York University Abu Dhabi in late October.
CCMS faculty members who presented at the conference: Andrea and Zoe Hurley (#burqas of Instagram), Dr. Badran (visual photographic 
history of Kuwait), Professors Montiana (rethinking Arab film scholarship) and Nadia (Emirati women image makers). Professors Lena, 
Alejandra and Owen served as panel chairs. 
• In November Zoe Hurley and students in her social media course teamed with the Whirlpool corporation to host “Ageless
Technology”, a Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) initiative to empower seniors with new media technologies and social media skills. This 
wonderful event saw Hurley’s students work with senior citizens to teach them about social media networking. 



CCMS Showcase Event in November was titled “Your Future” and promoted the CCMS and the benefits that come with being a CCMS student. 
“Your Future” was organized by students in Dr. Noela Michael’s TCC&()%Planning and Promotion for Events and Festivals course. Panelists, Drs. 
Badran Badran and Najat AlSaied, and Professor Nadia Rahman. CCMS’ National Advisory Council President Alex Malouf, the UAE’s only PR 
judge for the Cannes Lions, joined us for a talk on the big themes at the !"#$ %Cannes, “Yes, We Cannes! Lessons on Creativity and Brand Impact 
from the world’s most famous marketing awards.”
• I also had the pleasure of meeting so many of our exceptional students on both campuses at Majors Day, the Honor Societies’ Inductions, 
and the Dean’s List Ceremonies. 

Dr. Effrosyni “Effie” Georgiadou, who joined the CCMS from the College of Business in August has agreed to serve as the Internship Coordinator 
(AUH). Dr. Effie replaces Alia Yunis as Internship Coordinator and we thank Alia for her service to our internship program.

Dr. Badran Badran will replace Dr. Gaelle Duthler as CCMS’ Acting CCMS Associate Dean. We have several active faculty searches that include 
associate dean. We appreciate Dr. Gaelle’s dedicated service as associate dean. 

Other faculty new to CCMS include the following Arabic Media faculty: 
• Drs. Azza Ahmed, Acting Coordinator (DXB)
• Dr. Elsayed Darwish (DXB)
• Dr. Hamza Saad Mohamed (DXB)
• Dr. Hammad Ibrahim (AUH)
• Dr. Nagwa Fahmy (AUH)

We also welcomed the following new CCMS faculty last August:
• Dr. Kang Li (AUH)
• Mr. Tim Wilkerson (AUH)
• Mr. Vlada Botoric (AUH): Mr. Vlada will defend his Ph.D. in February !"#* %in Aarhus, Denmark. 

Finally, in January !"#* %we welcome our newest CCMS faculty members, Drs. Don Shin (Multimedia Design) and Paola Mura (Tourism). We say 
“good-bye” to two of our colleagues, Dr. Najat AlSaied and Ms. Alia Yunis. We wish the continued success in their future endeavors. 

Among the many great things on the horizon for CCMS are, ZUMEFF !"#* , expanding radio programming in Abu Dhabi and Dubai, TEDx 
(February), and the kick-off of the Dean’s Student Advisory Council. The Spring !"#* %Semester promises to be as exciting—if not even more 
enriching—as !"#$ . 

I thank every CCMS student, faculty, and staff member for everything you do for ZU! I am truly honored to serve as dean of our great college.

Regards,
Dwight E. Brooks, Ph.D., Dean
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Dar Al Khaleej Newspaper Welcomes Media Students of CCMS
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Dar Al Khaleej received 12 students of Media Storytelling in Arabic course under the supervision 
of Dr. Azza A. Ahmed. The students got the chance to visit the newsroom, meet the journalists, 
graphic designers, and layout managers. They also visited the printing house of Kol Al Osra 
weekly magazine. The Assistant Manager of Dar Al Khaleej Information Center, Mariam Al 
Moqdem presented to students the history of the institution and the importance and ways of 
archiving the information received from various sources. “Such academic visits provide media 
students with the first-hand media work experience and help them to comprehend the essence 
of news gathering and writing”, Dr. Azza Ahmed said. Madyia Sultan, one of the media students 
described the visit as “wonderful” adding that it made her more enthusiastic to work harder to 
graduate and work as a journalist. 
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TCC 375 Students Plan Several Events at Zayed University, 
Abu Dhabi 

TCC 375 students planned several events that encouraged students to explore their career path. 
The events were designed for all undergraduate students. The objective was to help students be 
aware of their future prospective careers. The event helped students identify the skills and     abili-
ties they need to progress their studies.

Career Path events offered great opportunities to students to learn what kind of future                  
their major leads and to connect with professionals from the industry. It also offered students a      
chance to network with companies related to their fields, and receive career guidance.
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Success
Important dates

Final Exams

Winter break 

Start of Classes

15-22 Dec 2018

23 Dec 2018-10 Jan 2019

13 Jan 2019

Last day to withdraw
from a course without penalty 

14 Mar 2019

Spring break
31 Mar-11 April 2019

2018 National Honor Society 
Induction Ceremony 

The 2018-2019 CCMS Honor Society members were             
inducted into the in Abu Dhabi and Dubai . The students 
accepted the challenge to maintain the high academ-ic and 
leadership standards and to serve as example for the 
achievements of excellence.



 SuccessJourney
Alumna Student

Noura, an Events and Marketing Senior specialist at the         
Department of Energy talk about her exeperience at ZU

1- Can you tell me a little bit about
yourself and your current job?

My name is Noura Fahed Al Zaabi. I 
have 7 years’ work experience in the 
field of Strategic Communications, 
Media, Project Management, Marketing, 
and Events Management. 
I hold a Masters degree of "Manage-
ment, Marketing, Communication, and 
Media" from Paris-Sorbonne University 
[16/20, Tres Bien], a Bachelor degree of 
"Communication and Media Sciences" 
from Zayed University [3.3 GPA], a diplo-
ma with distinguish in "Digital Marketing 
Professional" from the Digital Marketing 
Institute

2-  How did your education at Zayed
University prepare you for your career?

4- Were you involved in any student
organizations or clubs? 
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, and a Certificate in "Inspirational Lead-
ership and Creativity" from the London    
Management Centre. I’m currently 
working as an Events and Marketing 
Senior specialist at the Department of 
Energy, AbuDhabi. Throughout my 
career journey, I have occupied a 
couple of posts such as, the position of 
Vice President of Public Relations at the 
ACIO Toastmasters Club, member of 
the HSE committee, Fire warden, and 
Excellence award coordinator as well as 
representing my entity in several exhibi-
tions such as the International Water 
Summit and also welcoming ministers 
and ambassadors. One of my great 
achievements is winning the medal of 
"Excellent Employee in the Administra-
tive Support Field" in the third category 
of Abu Dhabi   Excellence Award in Gov-
ernment Performance, 2015 cycle. As 
well as being selected as a member of 
the Abu Dhabi Youth Council in 2016. 

My education at Zayed University was 
the basic foundation of forming who I 
am today. ZU had an influential step in 
equiping me with practical skills and 
knowledge that I applied in my work-
place. Both my undergraduate and 
graduate degrees helped build my 
experience and broaden my skills set. 

3- What was your favorite part of your
university experience?
Enhancing my soft skills was the best 
part in University experience. Enhanc-
ing areas like communication, team-
work, critical thinking and problem 
solving. Each of these skills added 
value to shaping my personality and in 
increasing my confidence.

Yes, I was part of the Japanese Club 
and Creativity Club.

5- How is your job related to your
field of studies? 

They are related somehow. However, I 
am still learning. There is no limitation in 
learning after you earn your degree. You 
grow as you advance in your career. 
The knowledge, skills and experience 
you gain will help you both in your 
career and in life in general. 

6- What's the biggest challenge
you've overcome in your career?

One of my big challenges was adjust-
ing to the new team and leading a 
team. I have overcome this challenge 
by being tenacious in my determination 
that I have the Knowledge and skills to 
make wise decisions and lead the team 
to effective problem resolutions.
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CCMS Hosts Two Experts for The Reputation and Communication 
Symposium

Leading scholars in reputation management and strategic communication, Prof. Peggy Simcic Bronn of Norwegian Business 
School, Oslo and Prof. Jesper Falkheimer of Lund University, Sweden shared insights from their latest research at Reputation 
3.0 and the Com-municative Organization, a research symposium organized by the College of Communication and Media 
Sciences (CCMS), Zayed University, in partnership with the International Association of Business Communicators (IABC) 
EMENA and the Middle East Public Relations Association (MEPRA) on Monday, Oct. 22 at the Zayed University Dubai 
campus. The event, attended by practitioners, academics and graduate and undergraduate students in strategic 
communication generated lively interaction among speakers and attendees. The participants were welcomed by CCMS Dean 
Dwight Brooks and the discussion was moderated by the Assistant Dean for Research and Graduate Studies, Ganga Dhanesh.



Fall 2018 Publications and news:
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Publications: 

Priporas K, Vassiliadis, C., Stylos, N. & Fotiadis, A. (2018). The effect of sport tourists’ travel style, destination, and event choices, and motivation on their involvement in small-
scale tourist sports events, Event Management: An International Journal. 765-745 ,(5)22.   https://doi.org/152599518/10.3727X15299559637707

Krishna, A, Kim, S., & Dhanesh, G.S. (2018). Economics or ethics? Exploring the role of CSR expectations in explaining consumers’ perceptions, motivations, and active communica-
tion behaviors about corporate misconduct. Public Relations Review, In Press, Corrected proof; https://doi.org/10.1016/j.pubrev.2018.10.011

Slak Valek, N. & Fotiatdis, A.  (2018). Is tourism really an escape from everyday life? Everyday leisure activities vs leisure travel activities of expats and Emirati nationals living in 
the UAE. International Journal of Culture, Tourism and Hospitality Research,  https://www.emeraldinsight.com/doi/full/10.1108/IJCTHR0009-2017-01-

Williams, R. (2018). “Conceptual models and mental models in operation: Frustration, performance and flow with two different video game controllers,” published in Entertainment 
Computing and indexed in Scopus (https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1875952116300398).

Williams, R. & Slak Valek, N.  (2018).“One place, two perspectives: Destination image for tourists and nationals in Abu Dhabi,” published in the Q1 journal Tourism 
Management Perspectives and indexed in Scopus. https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2211973618300540

 Kotsi, F,  Pike, S,  Gottlieb, U. (2018). “Consumer-based brand equity (CBBE) in the context of an international stopover destination: Perceptions of Dubai in France and 
Australia,” published in the Q1 journal Tourism Management, co-authored with Steven Pike and Udo Gottlieb.https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/
S0261517718301304

Kotsi, F. (2018). “Stopover destination image – perceptions of Dubai, United Arab Emirates, among French and Australian travellers,” published in the Q1 journal, Journal of 
Travel and Tourism Marketing.https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10548408.2018.1476303/10.1080

Branching off from her work on destination images, Faye published a co-authored article on Dubai as a fertility destination, “Pink and Blue: Assemblages of Family Balancing and 
the Making of Dubai as a Fertility Destination,” published in the Q1 journal Science Technology and Human Values.http://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/0162243918783059/10.1177

Michael, N.; Zaman, M.; & Gorpe, S. (2018). A case study of developing leadership and creativity skills in higher education (HE) students. E-Review of Tourism Research. https://
journals.tdl.org/ertr/index.php/ertr/article/view/229

Ogden, M.; Price, M.L, & Michael, N. (2018). Explore like a local: Student generated websites as representation of Emirati perspectives on Dubai tourism. E-Review of Tourism 
Research. https://journals.tdl.org/ertr/index.php/ertr/article/view/231

Williams, R. (2018). Hijacked destination images? Autonomous representations of Dubai and Abu Dhabi in The Amazing Race, USA. E-Review of Tourism Research. https://
journals.tdl.org/ertr/index.php/ertr/article/view/230
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Slak Valek, N. & Fotiadis, A. (2018). The support of the UAE nationals towards Expo 2020 – a fuzzy logic approach. E-Review of Tourism Research. https://journals.tdl.org/ertr/
index.php/ertr/article/view/232

Dhanesh,G. & Nekmat, E (2018) “Facts Over Stories for Involved Publics: Framing Effects in CSR Messaging and the Roles of Issue Involvement, Message Elaboration, Affect, and 
Skepticism,” published in the Q1 journal Management Communication Quarterly.http://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/0893318918793941/10.1177

Ogden, M.R. (2018, July). “Cinema Technologies.” In A. Grant & Meadows, J. (Eds.), Communication Technology Update & Fundamentals(16th Ed.), Pp. 147-117. New York & 
London: Routledge.

Conference: 

Congratulations to Alia Yunis for co-organizing a great conference, Film and Visual Media in the Gulf at New York University Abu Dhabi, Congratulations also to CCMS faculty 
members who presented at the conference: Dr. Andrea and Ms. Zoe Hurley (#burqas of Instagram), Dr. Badran Badran (visual photographic history of Kuwait), Ms. Montiana 
Ashour (rethinking Arab film scholarship) and Dr. Rahman (Emirati women image makers). 

Awards: 

Dr. Yulia Medvedeva (and her doctoral dissertation advisor, Leshner) won the Top Theory Paper Award given in 2018 by Communication Theory and Methodology Division of the 
Association for Education in Journalism and Mass Communication (AEJMC) for their paper, The effects of modality, English language proficiency, and length of stay on 
immigrants’ learning from American news about politics. A top paper award from one of the leading conferences in the discipline for a newly minted PhD definitely calls for a 
standing ovation! 

Dr Noela Michael heard that she had won the Outstanding Paper Award, 2018 Literati Awards from theInternational Journal of Culture, Tourism and Hospitality Research for her 
article,Push and pull escape travel motivations of Emirati nationals to Australia, co-authored with Charlotte Wien and Yvette Reisinger. The Emerald Literati Awards, now in their 
23rd year, were established to celebrate and reward the contributions of authors and reviewers to scholarly research.

Filareti Kotsi has won the Prof. Pauline Sheldon Recognition Award for her conference paper:  Kotsi, F., & Pike, S. (2018).” Destination Image Measurement in the Context of 
a Stopover. The Attractiveness of Dubai for French and Australian Travellers?” Congratulations, Faye!

Congratulations to Dr. Nagwa Fahmi and Dr. Elsayed Darwish for having won a RIF grant, about, “Branding and promoting UAE cities using social media.” That makes it three 
RIF grants for CCMS.

Congratulations to Nadia Rahman and Fokiya Akhtar who also won a RIF grant!  

Recognition: 

Richard  Cawood was approached earlier in the year by lens manufacturer ZEISS to have his portraiture featured on Lenspire, their international photography blog. It’s quite an 
honor to have our colleague’s work recognized by one of the leading lens manufacturers in the world.  You can find the articles on Lenspire: https://lenspire.zeiss.com/photo/
en/ar-ticle/studio-lighting-creating-portraits-with-a-difference
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Hello
Kang Li
Dr Kang Li will be a faculty in ISC, she was working 
in China and earned her PhD from Michigan State 
University in USA.

Sabrina Damilano

Hello
Sabrina started as an adjunct. In Fall 2018 she started full 
time - She has a background in advertising and will be a 
faculty in ISC in Abu Dhabi.

Hello
Suhaila Hassouneh
Suhaila was an adjunct for many years. Now she 
works as a full time faculty mainly COM courses and 
serves as a coordinator for core courses.

Alia Yunis
Alia is leaving Zayed University after teaching film and 
video for 10 years. She will have time to concentrate on 
her creative activities of film making and creative writing.

Goodbye

Hello
Vlada Botoric
Vlada started working at Zayed University in 
Fall 2018. He teaches ISC courses in Abu Dhabi.

Hello
Timothy Wilkerson
Tim is a film maker who has been teaching the Middle 
East for several years - He will be a faculty in media 
production and storytelling in Abu Dhabi. 

Hello
Azza Ahmed
Azza Ahmed is a new faculty in Arabic Media in 
Dubai. She was at Abu Dhabi University and UAEU 
before coming to CCMS.
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Dwight Brooks talks about his experience when he first came to UAE

1- Can you tell me about yourself?

I’m the new dean of this great college. I’ve spent my entire 
academic career, some 30 years, maybe more, but I’m 
not that old, in the US. Prior to coming to Zayed university, I 
was a vice dean at Hofstra University in New York. Before 
that, I was the director of sports journalism at middle 
Tennessee State University. Those are the last 2 positions I 
had as an administrator and then most of my time I spent 
as a faculty member in different universities: University of 
Georgia and Indiana University. I’ve been around a little 
bit around the states. Mostly in the South, then Mid-West, 
then the East of United States. I’m happy to be here. I’m 
an educator and administrator. I love teaching, I’m going to 
miss teaching; not being able to teach in this position. I 
hope I’ll do a little of teaching at some point, if nothing 
else maybe make a lecture. I’m really happy to be a part 
of this great college and university. It’s a big change. I’ve 
spent all my time in the states. My wife and I decided 
that we would pursue this opportunity, although it’s very 
different and so we’re adjust-ing. We love living in Abu 
Dhabi but it’s a big adjustment; different university, 
moving and all that.
9

So, it’s still a little overwhelming, but I’m happy to be here. 
I’m learning a lot, and everybody is so welcoming so 
we’re enjoying it. You may hear me say this in other forms, 
I don’t really like talking about me. I think the success that 
I’ve had in higher education, whether being as an 
administrator, or as a student is cause it’s not about me, I 
try to keep the focus if it’s in class: on my students, if I’m 
working: with my faculty chair or director. I focus on them 
or our program. Usually, I tell them put students first, it’s not 
about you, it’s not about me, it’s about the students. My 
philosophy in education has always been, what I would call 
student centered. Everything we do in this university and 
every university I’ve been in, we remember and we keep in 
mind that it’s about students, we’ll be okay. it’s not about 
how much I get paid. Universities are here to educate, so I 
just always like to talk more about what we could do to be 
better educators. 

2- Tell us about your Academic background and what did
you study. 

I earned my PhD from the University of Iowa in Communication 
Studies, I got my master’s degree from Ohio State University. 
I’ve been involved in a lot of areas. I used to work in Radio and 
Television as a journalist, so I like radio. This was early on my 
career, but my academic work, I focused on the representations 
of people of color, minority groups of women. My work comes 
out of an area known as Cultural Studies. People like Stuart Hall 
and the Great Britain, the founders of this important movement 
that looked at the different ways that groups and cultures and 
how they get played out in media. My research isn’t about quan-
titative, I used to do that with my master’s thesis which was 
content analysis of network television. After that point, I changed 
my academic orientation away from social scientific quantitative 
research to more qualitative culture studies approaches. I work 
on how people of color are represented in the media and also 
look at issues of women. My work is in form by feminist scholar-
ship. I also work in media literacy where I teach people how to 
use the media and how to read and interpret the messages, so 
they’re not fooled by it, and how we identify fake news and things 
like that. The focus of my career now is primarily on administra-
tion and leadership. Working in teams to create strong program. 
I’m more of an administrator now. 
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Dwight Brooks talks about his experience when he first came to UAE

3- What do you like to do for fun and what
are your hobbies?
For fun? I love music. I used to be a DJ, I used to 
play music on the radio and play in clubs and 
parties. I have a huge music collection of CDs’. I 
like dance music, I like what we call rhythm and 
blues music, solo, and Jazz. What I like to do in 
my spare time is to go to a club and listen to Jazz 
or go to concerts. My wife and I love music, she is 
a singer. She sang in Nashville-Tennessee, 
where we used to live. Music is one of my big 
hobbies. My other hobby is sports, I love Ameri-
can football, I watch soccer, or European football 
a little bit. I love American football, baseball, and 
the main American sports. I’m a big sports man. I 
used to play when I was young, I was thin and in 
a good shape but now I just watch sports on tv, so 
I root for my team. The third hobby is that I like to 
travel. I like to visit different places, mostly in the 
states before I came here. I’m excited to be here, 
we want to go Egypt, Denmark, London, and 
hopefully I’ll get a chance to go to the some of the 
countries in Africa. We hope to do international 
travel and I love to eat! There are so many good 
restaurants in Abu Dhabi,so we eat out every day 
even though we are settled in our house and we 
have food, but we still go out to eat. 

4- What was your first impression of Zayed
University Students when you came?

I talked to faculty about what are the students like, and I had my own sense 
of they were like. So obviously, there were very polite and very engaging. I 
guess the only thing from what I’m hearing, is I would like them to take 
charge of their academic career. They tend to be a little more passive 
instead of making decisions on their own. They often have their advisor to 
make the decision or even the family and I get the cultural difference, but I 
think it’s important that students here know what they want to do and as hard 
as that may be, but just to take more control.

 I also hear that students tend to be a little more silent in class. I’m used to 
class where there is lively discussions and debates. With my few interac-
tions individually and from just what I can observe, you can tell a lot by 
observing. Students seem to be very concerned about getting a good 
education and I think that’s important. If our faculty are dedicated to giving 
good education to students, and the students want a good education, that’s 
half the battle and we’ll all be successful.  I know this college and all of its 
faculty and staff are committed to that. I just would like more students to 
come and talk a little bit, so I get a better sense what they’re like and what 
their needs are. I hope that even if they have a complaint that they will come 
and talk to me and talk to faculty to help them more. But unfortunately, one 
of the downsides of being the dean is that I don’t have a lot of interactions 
with students. 

I interact with other administrators and it’s not that fun. I hope that I’ll have 
more opportunities to interact with students. One of the things I wanted to 
mention is the student assembly, I’m going to create a committee of 
students, and we’ll call it something like student council and I want to meet 
with them. Not the faculty, not with my assistant deans, just students and 
me. And they will have a representative from each major and first year 
students, that’s something I want to do so at least I have regular interaction 
with students and I want them to know that they will have an opportunity to 
come to me.

Back when I was here in October, I interviewed 
for the job and I was here to have a meeting with 
students, I think they were honor students and I 
was very impressed with them. They were ener-
getic and polite. I was looking forward to coming 
here even though I knew I wouldn’t be teaching 
regularly. I haven’t had a lot of interactions, 
mostly one on one with students the first couple 
of days when they were trying to get their 
schedule together. I couldn’t really help them, 
but I would send them to Ms. Maryam or Ms. 
Inka and Ms. Claire and they would help them. 
I don’t have a lot of first hand or direct experi-
ence with students. I had a chance to see and 
talk to the students at the assembly last week.
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Dwight Brooks talks about his experience when he first came to UAE

5- Why did you decide to come to UAE and 
work at ZU?

It’s a great question. It’s a new challenge. I knew 
it was going to be very different from what I used 
to. I had some opportunities to move up and 
become a dean in some universities in the states. 
But from the first time I saw the announcement 
about this position, I talked to a couple of 
colleagues who didn’t know much about Zayed 
University and they encouraged me to apply so 
then what I did is I started doing my homework, I 
started reading about it, doing some research and 
trying to find information as much as I can about 
the university. There was something that just says 
it feels right, and then I talked about it to my wife 
and she was more excited about it more than I 
am. She knew more about Dubai and Abu Dhabi 
more than I did. She encouraged me and that’s 
important. She supported me through all of this 
but mainly because it’s an opportunity to lead. 
This is a young university, it’s on the rise and I 
hope that I could help shape this college. 
Everything that I know is that there is so much 
promise about this university. I look at their goals, 
to educate and what they want to do for women in 
the UAE. It’s just the perfect opportunity for me at 
this time of my life. I’m glad to be here.

That’s one thing that I hope that I can put my mark on. Creating a better 
and more informative website that students can be proud of use it as a 
resource that includes social media platforms. 

The other thing I would say, make our college a little bit more engaged with 
our students. So, a part of that would be creating a student’s council so 
that they can come and talk to me but to really give out students a little bit 
more influence over their programs so it’s not just us saying this is what 
you will do. I want to hear students. I know our faculty, but I want to hear 
more from students. I want to know a little bit more about what students 
want in their classes and I know that some of our faculty do that effectively 
now.

 I think the university as a whole need to build from the ground up to let 
students have more say. It may not be the consistent with the cultural 
norms, I think that we have to do a better job. We do a good job of asking 
students are they satisfied, are they happy. I want students to have more 
involvement in the curriculum, in the internship process, and everything 
else. I understand that my job is to execute what the provost or the presi-
dent says, I’m not challenging that at all. But If we’re going to be effective, 
we need to have a little bit more of sense of what the needs are of our 
students. I want to improve our professional visor board to get them more 
active.  I hope that we got to do more things to help us open up are 
program so students feel open and take ownership of it.

6- What vision do you have for CCMS as the new 
Dean?

My vision is simple. Excellence. You have to be 
excellent in everything you do. Excellent in the 
classroom. Excellent in our research or creative 
work. You have to be excellent in serving the 
broader community whether its Abu Dhabi or 
Dubai or the entire region. There is a lot of things 
that I want to accomplish. it’s a team effort. It’s 
not my vision. I want to share vision. I want my 
vision to be based on what my faculty and 
students tell me. But a few things I want to do: I 
want to improve our website, it needs to be 
updated and we need to make it more vibrant, 
have videos on it and to have students work on it. 
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