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The College of Arts and Creative Enterprises (CACE) at Zayed Universi-
ty aspires to be internationally recognized for excellence in teaching, re-
search and creative activities. CACE aims to develop graduates who are 
leaders and innovators in the field of art and design practice and who will 
contribute significantly to the cultural fabric of the United Arab Emirates. 
CACE has been a leader in education in the arts in the United Arab Emir-
ates since 1998.

Asma Khoory completed her Bachelor of Fine Arts degree at Zayed Uni-
versity in 2017. The work exhibited at Nieuw Dakota Look Beyond Them 
was developed as her final senior project. Senior project aims to provide 
student artists and designers with an opportunity to further develop and 
explore their own creative ideas in a diverse globalized and increasingly 
technological world. Look Beyond Them is a reflection of the depth and 
rigor of our students’ commitment to engage an audience and to commu-
nicate complex narratives about their world.

CACE graduates have demonstrated their exceptional level of ability and 
achievement by winning many awards including the Christo and Jeanne-
Claude Award, the Sheikha Manal Young Artist Award, and the Salama bint 
Hamdan Al Nahyan Emerging Artists Fellowship (SEAF). Asma is a current 
recipient of the SEAF program for 2018. CACE graduate work has received 
broad recognition and acknowledgement through inclusion in many lo-
cal and international exhibitions including Emirati Expressions 2013, 2015 
and 2017, the A.i.R Dubai Residency Program, Alserkal Avenue, Abu Dhabi 

Art, SIKKA Dubai, The Lab Gallery in New York, Venice Art Biennale, ARC 
Biennial of Art in Brisbane, Australia and the Eli and Edythe Broad Art Mu-
seum in Washington, D.C. 

The opportunity to exhibit Look Beyond Them at Nieuw Dakota in Amster-
dam adds to this international dialogue and enables emerging artists such 
as Asma Khoory to have their voice heard in a global context. 

I thank Tanja Karreman, Director, Nieuw Dakota and Walter Willems, Cu-
rator, Zayed University for their support and commitment to bringing this 
student exhibition to an audience in Amsterdam.

Ann-Maree Reaney
Dean
College of Arts and Creative Enterprises, Zayed University



Nieuw Dakota is a platform for contemporary art on the NDSM wharf in 
Amsterdam North. We program exhibitions, organise special events and 
realise temporary projects in public space. We direct ourselves towards 
national and international collaborations with artists, curators, galleries 
and institutions. Projects are realised after thorough research, delibera-
tion and collaboration. Through this process Nieuw Dakota forms an in-
novative, diverse and stimulating contribution to the cultural climate of 
Amsterdam and beyond.

With translocality we are trying to describe the connection between the 
local and the global. Nieuw Dakota is curiously exploring this concept 
and trying to describe the mirrored relations between the local and the 
global and vice versa. We research locality, look for more (inter)nation-
al collaboration and understanding and present artistic talents. With our 
exploration we try to offer a counterweight to the uniform and shapeless 
conse-quences of globalization whoms effects we see around us. From a 
translocal perspective, the western hegemony should not exist anymore 
and public and cultural places are connecting in a different way than 
through economy, media or history.

In our collaboration with Walter Willems as curator and the artists of 
the Zayed University we are realising a couple of Nieuw Dakota’s mission 
statements: collaborations with cultural partners on an international lev-
el; making a high-quality exhibition; putting the trans-local on the agenda 
and creating opportunities for young talent. 

For this reason, we are very excited about the participation of Zayed Uni-
versity in our programming for the Look Beyond Them exhibition by Asma 
Khoory. We are looking forward to hear the stories of artists like her that 
are able to show us a different perspective. We are very glad to offer them 
a platform.

The nautical history of industry and craftsmanship on the NDSM and the 
more recent artistic history of developing it as a creative hotspot make for 
an inspiring context for the presentation of Look Beyond Them by Asma 
Khoory. Her poetic and silent approach of the global urbanization process 
offers a universal look into the demographics, social background and con-
sequences of massive construction projects, like a journey into the lion’s den.

I thank the Dean of the College of Art and Creative Enterprises, Ann-Maree 
Reaney for supporting the exhibition in collaboration with Nieuw Dakota.

Tanja Karreman
Director
Nieuw Dakota



Look Beyond Them by the Emirati artist Asma Khoory is an audio-visual 
diary of construction workers in Dubai. The men who took part in this 
project shared private stories from their lives with the artist. Using sculp-
ture, sound, photography, and these personal stories, Khoory aspires to 
humanize the innumerable construction workers who assist in the raven-
ous expansion of Dubai.

Construction helmets play a decisive role in a construction worker’s safety, 
and they look identical from a distance. A closer proximity divulges the 
humanizing and intimate scars of their laborious vocation. The men inter-
viewed and portrayed in Look Beyond Them marked their helmets with 
personal messages for protection, to honour their loved ones, or to re-
mind them why they are where they are.  This practice is common among 
construction workers in Dubai. Each helmet in the exhibition was given to 
the artist by a worker in exchange for a new one and originates from a dif-
ferent construction site in the city.  An accompanying photographic series 
of the labourers on location is paired with a personal message and the 
longitudinal and latitudinal coordinates of their construction site.

Khoory has recorded their personal stories of childhood memories, forma-
tive incidents in their lives, words of affection to their families, and poems 
committed to memory. Movement within close range of the helmets trig-
gers playback of the recordings.

Asma Khoory’s installation is an insight into people who go unnoticed. The 
men portrayed in Look Beyond Them have left their homelands in an effort 
to increase economic resources, access to education, and improve living 
conditions and quality of life for the families they are separated from. They 
have sacrificed a lot and now we can hear the stories of why they came to 
Dubai and what they value most in life.

Walter Willems
Curator
College of Arts and Creative Enterprises, Zayed University





Greetings. How are you Ramla? How is everything? A week ear-
lier I have sent ten thousand India rupees, did you get them in 
time? They are for the supermarket, buy whatever you want; 
food for our kids or any other stuff you need for yourself. I will 
come back to you in six months, and I will get to see you and the 
kids. How is your father now? I hope everyone is well.
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I have three kids; the eldest is seven, then I have a five year old, 
and a three year old. They walk to school everyday with their 
mother, because we cannot afford a car. My eldest kid is in the 
fifth grade, the second in the third grade, and the youngest is in 
nursery. In school they teach them different subjects like Political 
Science, English, and of course Urdu. They also teach them reli-
gious subjects like; basic Islamic and the history of Islam.
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°25.22894N °55.32663E

I have been in Dubai for almost twenty years now. I have three 
kids, my eldest son is twenty years old, and he studies mechan-
ical engineer, he is in his second year now. My second son is fif-
teen years old; he works as a teacher assistant in school, where 
he studies as well. My youngest son is only five years old and he 
just started going to school. I am proud of my children. 
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Greetings kids. Did you go to school today? What time did you 
come back? Where is your mother and sister? Are you taking 
care of them? How are you all doing today? How were your 
classes? The teacher? Are you learning something new? Did she 
give you anything to write? Take care of the family till I am back.
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I have two wives back home; they both live and work together. 
They do the laundry of the whole house, including each oth-
er's. They cook for the whole family. They mostly cook meat and 
chicken broth, with some traditional bread, and white rice on 
the side, as well as fresh vegetables. In the afternoon they look 
after the farm, they water the plants, and they feed the goats. 
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I came from India by plane and it costed me around fifty thou-
sand  India rupees. I also had to apply for a visa since I will be 
working in Dubai to provide for my family back home. I came to 
Dubai looking for a job, and I found one in a good company. Now 
I am working as a cable man. I connect cables to new houses. My 
salary is eight hundred Dirhams per month, and six hundred of 
it goes out to my family and kids back in India. I am a father of 
four kids, the eldest is eight years old, then I have a six, four, and 
a two year old. 
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I am now fifty eight years old. My biggest pride in life is my 
daughter, she has two kids the eldest is eight years old and the 
youngest will complete four years this summer. After two years I 
will be able to go back home and see my daughter and her kids. 
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When I was young my father had a stationary shop, he used to 
sell stuff to the kids that went to school. My mother used to 
work at the farm, and she sold vegetables for the whole village. 
I used to work with her and help her at our rice farm. She held 
me responsible for watering the rice, and she also taught me the 
amount of water the rice needs. Now my parents are old and 
sick, so they cannot work anymore. My brothers and I work here 
in Dubai to help them out after all they have done for us. 
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We are a very big family; I have two wives and total of eight 
children; three boys and five girls. My eldest son is twenty-five, 
my second is twenty-three and the last is twenty. After the boys 
I had the five girls. My eldest is sixteen, then I have a fourteen 
years old, then a ten year old, and my youngest daughters are 
eight and six. 
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I am working on pipes and driving cars to carry sand, stone and 
concrete around work. I have been recently working on cooler 
machines for the cables to be safe while pulling them with the 
wires, it is a generator that is connected to the machine that 
regulates cold air. 
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I came from Pakistan and I left two sisters behind and five broth-
ers. I came here to Dubai looking for a job to provide for my fam-
ily and I found one Alhamdulilah. Now my family is depending on 
me to take care of them, I hope I can do well in work and I hope 
that I do not disappoint them.  
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Before my father had passed away ten years ago, he went to 
Hajj. Later on my mother lost her sight in one eye, but the doc-
tors gave her a laser device that she can barely see with, and 
that helped her a lot.  She goes in the afternoon to look after the 
farm and she plants the vegetables so the next day my brothers 
can sell them at the market. She also lost all of her teeth, so it is 
hard for her to eat now. 
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Allah – there is no deity except Him, the Ever-Living, the Sustain-
er of (all) existence. Neither drowsiness overtakes Him nor sleep.  
To Him belongs whatever is in the heavens and whatever is on 
the earth. Who is it that can intercede with Him except by His 
permission? He knows what is (presently) before them and what 
will be after them, and they encompass not a thing of His knowl-
edge except for what He wills. His Knowledge (throne) extends 
over the heavens and the earth, and their preservation tires Him 
not. And He is the Most High, the Most Great.
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My family is back in India they are all well, and they do not have 
any major issues or concerns. I am grateful because I am able to 
work here in Dubai and provide for them back home in India. I 
am currently living and working in Dubai with my wife.  
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My father passed away when I was young, and few years back 
my mother was diagnosed with cancer and she is the one taking 
care of my siblings in Pakistan. They have also recently been get-
ting sick a lot due to bad living conditions, so I came to Dubai to 
work and be able to provide medication for them. 
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I am living with my wife and child in Dubai. My child is in kinder-
garten one now in Our Own English School in Al Warqa. We are 
happy because of what Dubai has provided for us. It has given us 
many things to be happy and grateful about. 
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I came to Dubai in 1999 and I have attended school and univer-
sity here. I have recently joined this company, it has been six 
months, and I am in my training period. The work we are doing 
right now is that we are powering the Dubai canal and it is in its 
final stage, and it will be ready within two months. I am proud 
of the work that is happening in Dubai, and I am happy to be a 
part of it. 
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Every morning the company's truck picks us up at 5 in the morn-
ing, and it drops us at the work place where we are assigned a 
particular project and task that we must finish by the end of the 
day. When we are done, we go for a lunch break then continue 
working. After our shift another group of workers take over, and 
we get to go back home and rest for another day. 
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When I wake up in the morning I take a shower and clean my 
space, I head out with my friends, and when it is the call for 
prayer, we go out and pray together. After that we visit some rel-
atives and greet them with respect. It is what my father always 
taught me; to respect the elders and the young.
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Good morning. I am very happy living in Dubai and working 
on multiple projects and I am paid well. We are all dedicatedly 
working towards the development of Dubai and the UAE, and 
we are working towards a mission that we have been set for this 
city and the county. 
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When I first joined the ice-cream shop it had around thirty one 
flavors, throughout the years they have created up to one thou-
sand different flavours. Each month they have around two to 
three flavours, which are only exclusive to that month. But after 
six months they repeat those flavours, so it is like a cycle. There 
are so many good customers that are regulars; some are locals, 
Europeans and Americans. I have made some good friends.
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My father passed away shortly before I came to work in Dubai. 
He passed away due to his illness, and now I am working in Du-
bai to provide for my family after my father died. I have nine 
sisters and they are my responsibility now. 
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The first thing she said is to ensure the area is clean and then to 
face the Qibla, which is the direction all Muslims face to turn in 
prayer toward Kabah. Second thing was to make your intention 
known in your heart, so before initiating the prayer, it is impor-
tant that your intentions are only for god himself. Then you can 
start praying.

25.19562°N 55.34380°E
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She taught me that whatever god has said in his holy book is also 
supported by the prophet's words. She taught me that whatever 
good deed you do, you will be rewarded for it, and whatever bad 
thing you do, you will be punished for it. Do well in your life and 
it will come back to you, those are my sister's words.  
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I have three children, my eldest daughter is in grade eight and 
she studies English subjects. My second daughter is in grade two 
and she studies science subjects, they both go to saint Mary's 
secondary school for girls. My last child is in grade one and he 
goes to a different school, it is only for boys. My kids are all in 
Kerala in India. 
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Asma Khoory was born in Dubai in 1994. She holds a Bachelor of Fine Arts 
degree in Visual Arts from the College of Arts and Creative Enterprises, 
Zayed University and a Minor in Curatorial Practices. She continued her 
studies by taking Exhibition Design and Contemporary Art Practice courses 
at the University of Arts in London. 

In 2015, Khoory won the second prize in DEWA 2021 Street Art Compe-
tition, later in 2016, she had her first solo exhibition at Alserkal Avenue 
in Dubai. She also exhibited her work at local and international venues, 
including Dubai Design District, SIKKA Art Fair, Tashkeel, and Southeast 
Missouri State University. 

Asma Khoory was a Youth representative of the United Arab Emirates del-
egation during the 19th World Festival of Youth and Students in Russia. 
She also worked at Medaf Studio and Al Jalila Cultural Centre for Children 
where she coordinated painting workshops. 

Khoory is currently part of the fifth cohort of the Salama bint Hamdan Al 
Nahyan Emerging Artists Fellowship (SEAF) in collaboration with Rhode 
Island School of Design. To her, art is a substantial factor in the interaction 
between herself and her surrounding.
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