[image: image1.jpg]S

2 Jljao ol q

ZAYED UNIVERSITY




INFORMED CONSENT of HUMAN SUBJECTS – Guidelines
Guidelines
1. The Consent Form must be written in terms that can be readily understood by subjects participating in the research.  If the English language levels of prospective subjects is not likely to be adequate, then a translation of the Consent Form into the language of subjects is also required, and must be appended to the full Application for Research Ethical Approval.
2. The elements of the Consent Form are the matters that must be communicated to a subject before informed consent is given.
3. The Consent Form must be signed and dated by the subject (or the subject’s legally authorized representative) and by the investigator who obtained the consent.  In the case of online surveys, the same information must be included in the introduction to the survey, preceding a button enabling the subject to click to begin the survey, if they are agreeing to do so.
4. A Principal Investigator signed and dated copy of the Consent Form must be given to the subject (or the subject’s legally authorized representative).  In the case of online surveys, the concluding page of the survey should include a summary of the initial information given to subjects, and contact details for investigators and Ex-Officio representative from Zayed University on the institutional Research Ethics Committee, which subjects are encouraged to print off and retain, should they have any queries.
Elements of Informed Consent
1. A statement of the purpose of the research, the expected duration and frequency of the subject’s participation, a description of the procedures to be followed or activities to be undertaken, and an outline for the subject about the intended dissemination of the research findings;
2. A statement of the subject’s responsibilities with respect to the research;

3. A statement describing how confidentiality  or anonymity will be maintained or private information identifying the subject will be dealt with;
4. A statement that the subject’s participation is voluntary, that refusal to participate will involve no penalty or loss of benefits to which the subject is otherwise entitled, and that the subject may stop participating at any time without penalty;
5. The name and contact details of the principal investigator, as well as the name and contact details of the Ex-Officio representative from Zayed University on the institutional Research Ethics Committee. 
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Contact for further information: research@zu.ac.ae or http://www.zu.ac.ae/research/aspx/ResearchIntegrity.aspx 


