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Terms of Reference – Research Fellows
The British Council in the Middle East and North Africa seeks research fellows to participate in a ground-breaking and high profile research initiative!
A team will be set up in Spring/Summer 2010 under a Research Fellowship Programme to carry out an innovative research project on perspectives on the socio-economic value of English to the region. 

Background

The MENA English team is developing plans for a high impact signature event to take place in March or April 2011 which will position ‘English’ at the centre of debate as a key driver for socio-economic prosperity and cultural relations in the MENA region. 
In brief, this event aims to:

· raise awareness with our target audiences in the business sector and governments at the highest level (including the UK’s FCO) on the value of English to the region, particularly from the perspective of the emerging labour force
· initiate a longer term engagement with these audiences in regional policy dialogue on English Language Teaching provision in education (in all sub-sectors including private and state, schools, FE, HE)

· kick start further in-depth research initiatives relating to English in the region which will further support the above, inform national level educational policy and strategy, feed into English language teaching (ELT) product development for learners and teachers of the future. 

Ahead of this event, we aim to undertake a short term, 8-9 month, research initiative involving a range of on and offline public events which will provide the foundation, stimulus and focus for engagement with our audiences. 

The Research Task
Throughout 2010, the research team will be tasked with creating a set of publications and other multi-media outputs which will showcase different perspectives on the socio-economic value of English to the Arabic speaking world i.e. in geographical terms the research activity will extend across the MENA region. 
The perspectives will focus on different themes around the role of English still to be agreed but which may include the following:

· Cultural Relations 

· Identity, culture, social inclusion and social networking

· Migration and global mobility

· Interfaith dialogue and the peace process

The research will be complemented by another Interface project in development, ‘English Profiles’, which captures, for each MENA country, data on how English is used and appreciated across society, the conduciveness of the environment in a given country to language learning and a detailed report on the education system, infrastructure and market information relating to English language provision.
The Research Fellows Team 

The British Council seeks 12 research fellows from across the 17 countries in the MENA region to form a geographically dispersed research, planning and implementation team under the guidance of an external team leader. 

The Research Fellow Profile
Are you a post-graduate researcher undergoing an MA or PhDs in field the field of economics, journalism, media studies, ELT/TESOL, applied linguistics, modern languages or in a Business Administration stream relating to marketing or HR training and development?

Can you provide evidence that you have:

· a sound knowledge of educational, socioeconomic and political systems in your country
· significant and well developed research experience and skills
· good IT skills and knowledge of social networking and other online communication tools

· English (minimum IELTS 6.5)

The Terms and Conditions
If successful in joining the team, Research Fellows will be offered a temporary service contract commencing in July 2010 and you would be expected to commit to:

· Spending approximately 5-8 hours per week on the project from commencement to end of March 2011. This will be for research activity, output production and team meetings (e.g. online/teleconference) as agreed with the team leaders. A small budget will be available to carry out research activities as agreed with the team leaders including an accountable transport allowance.
· Participating in 2 face to face team workshops, one in July 2010 and again in February or March 2011. Travel costs, hotel and subsistence to be agreed with and paid by the British Council.

· Participating in the English Perspectives publication event in March or April 2011. Travel costs, hotel and subsistence to be agreed with and paid by the British Council.

Each fellow will receive a research grant of £2400, paid in 3 equal instalments over the life of the research project subject to delivery of agreed outputs.

Does the opportunity grab you?
If interested in participating in this exciting and important project, please submit:

· a 1 page (A4) expression of interest, in English, highlighting how your experience and qualifications could contribute to the work of the team and the research task. 
· An up to date full CV
· Names of 2 referees with contact details.
Deadline for submission of expression of interest (with CV & referees) is 5pm Sunday 30 May 2010.
For more information on the project and/or to submit an expression of interest, please contact: 
Maggie.elshalakani@britishcouncil.org
…………………………………………………………………………
The United Kingdom’s fellowational organisation for cultural relations and educational opportunities. A registered charity: 209131 (England and Wales) SC037733 (Scotland).
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