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1.  Write down your assignment question:

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

Now,  circle  the directive words, such as evaluate, contrast, plan, review or recommend…

Next, underline the keywords and concepts, such as air pollution, education models, or obesity…


Finally, highlight any other guiding words that may be important such as; over time, solutions, current situation.

2.  Find definitions for your main words and concepts.  Easy resources to do this include:
Wikipedia (online encyclopedia)


http://www.wikipedia.org/
Merriam-Webster Dictionary & Thesaurus
http://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

3. Copy  your own keywords and concepts from above, into the table below and follow the example to complete the table by finding related words for each. 

This will give you plenty of words to use when you are searching for information on your topic. 

	Key word or concept
	Synonyms, broader or generic terms,  narrower or more specific terms, related words

	health
	diet, medicine, nutrition, unhealthy, doctors, research

	aspartame
	artificial sweetener,  nutra-sweet, sugar, sweetener, food additives, food

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


4.  Write down exactly what you have been asked to do in this assignment, for example:

1. How long should your assignment or presentation be?

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
2. When is the due date?

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
3. How many resources are you expected to use for this assignment?

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
4. Do you have to use particular types of resources?

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
5. How do you have to record the resources used for this assignment/presentation?

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
6. Other important information …

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
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Waterson, B. (circa 1995) Calvin & Hobbs.
