
How to Evaluate a Web Site for Authority

1. What is the author’s name? _________________________________

2. What information can you find about the author’s qualifications and/or experience?

a. Qualifications: ______________________________________________________

b. Experience: ________________________________________________________

3. Is the author’s qualifications/experience related to the subject of the web page? _________

4. Has the author written anything else on this topic? (Look this up on the Internet or in the library catalogue or article databases.)___________________________________________

5. If there is no author, what group or organization is responsible for this site? ___________________________________________________________

6. What is the purpose of this group?  What do they do?  Why have they created this web site? 

___________________________________________________________________________

7. Is there a bibliography of sources used? ____________ If yes, do the sources in the bibliography look like good ones? ________________________________________________

8. Are there any in-text citations? __________________________________________________

9. Look at the URL.  What is the ending of the root of the URL?  .edu?  .gov?  .com? .org?  __________

10. Is there an “About Us” link?  Click on that to get information about the site and the people responsible for writing the site.  

11. Is the web site actually a book or encyclopedia or magazine/journal article?  _______ If yes, use the criteria for evaluating those kind s of sources, rather than treating it like a web page. 

Your overall evaluation:

What do you think? Is this an authoritative source?  Can you use it for your research paper at Zayed University?  Write your thoughts below.  You can also note things like:

· Is the web site up to date?  Does this matter for your topic?

· Is there any bias?  That is, taking one side or another, trying to sell (a thing or an idea), expressing an opinion, etc.  If it’s biased, can you still use it?  

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________
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